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COUNTRY SECTION INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


REPORTAGE ON REACTION TO REAGAN'S PLAN 
Caricom Joint Position 
FL260050 Bridgetown CANA in Fnglish 1911 GMT 25 Feb 82 


[Text] Castries, St Lucia, 25 Feb (CANA)--Member states of Caribbean Community 
(Caricom) will take a joint position on President Reagan's new aid initiative for 
the region when they meet in Belize next month, official sources here said today. 


They said that Caricom Secretary-General Dr Kurleigh King had requested that the 
text of President Reagan's speech yesterday announcing the so-called Caribbean 
Basin Initiative (CBI) be circulated to foreign ministry officials in the 12 
nation community, so that a common position could be arrived at when the ministers 
meet. 


A foreign ministry official here today confirmed that the CBI would be an agenda 
item for the meeting, and that copies of the President's speech were to be circu- 
lated later this week. 


Member countries of the newly-formed Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States 
(OECS)--which groups the windwards and leewards--were reported to have been making 
arrangements yesterday for a joint statement through the authority's current chair- 
man, Prime Minister Lester Bird of Antigua. 


However, the foreign ministry official said that a reply to the suggestion had been 
received only from Montserrat, and a decision was taken that the OECS member states 
will react individually. [Even though at this point it is indicated that more 
would be forthcoming, no further material has been received] 


OAS Deputy Chief Comments 
FL252135 Bridgetown CANA in English 2100 GMT 25 Feb 82 
[Article by Ernie Seon] 
[Text] Castries, Saint Lucia, 25 Feb (CANA)--Assistant Secretary General of the 
Organisation of American States (OAS), Barbadian Val Mc Comie, said today it was 


too early to make a perceptive judgment about the likely effectiveness of the 
newly-announced United States aid plan for the Caribbean and Central America. 








In a telephone comment from his Washington office he said however that on the 
surface it appeared that the English-speaking Caribbean states would not be the 
major beneficiaries of the plan announced yesterday by U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan in an address to the OAS. 


The so-called Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI) has its centrepiece a 12-year-plan 
under which the exports from the two dozen countries involved--clothes and textiles 
excluded--would be admitted into the U.S. market duty free. 


An extra $350 million in economic aid for the most hard-pressed states in the 
region and incentives for business interests are also part of the scheme. 


Mr Mc Comie said that with the exception of Jamaica and perhaps the Dominican 
Republic, it appeared that most of the assistance mentioned in the plan would be 
directed to Central American countries. 


"I think that in itself might be some sort of disappointment to the countries in 
the Caribbean, since they have the problem that traditionally when one talks about 
the Caribbean one usually refers to the insular countries of the region. 


"After all, you have a Caribbean community and even all of the tourism publicity 
that was used (in Mr Reagan's broadcast) when reference was made to the Caribbean 
is obviously directed at the insular islands of the region. 


"This might add to some of the disappointment that might be experienced at the 
fact that a Caribbean basin plan does not really offer adequate measures to benefit 
the countries of the English-speaking Caribbean." 


The OAS deputy chief said there was one positive aspect of the plan, which related 
to the general tone of the President's views in which he tried "to redress the 
image or impression that the United States is the most powerful country in the 
hemisphere, has been in a sense dominating the affairs of the hemisphere and when- 
ever the United States attempts to deal with the other countries of the hemisphere, 
it has sometimes ac-ed paternalistically." 


He said: "I think that an attempt wes made in his speech to try to give the 
impression that the United States was very much aware of its own deficiencies and 
in that sense felt very much an equal of the other member countries of the OAS." 


A third point, Mr Mc Comie said was where the President “expressed concern about 
the security of the hemisphere and his identification of communism and communist 
countries posing a threat to the hemisphere.” 


"I think that this is a matter of perception and I'm not in a position to make 
any comment on the internal views of any member country," Mr Mc Comie added. 








Antigua's Lester Bird Comments 
FL252035 Bridgetown CANA in English 1953 GMT 25 Feb 82 
[Article by Dennis Sehon] 


[Text] St Johns, Antigua, 25 Feb (CANA)--Antigua and Barbuda today welcomed 
President Reagan's plans to boast aid to the Caribbean, saying it was a firm 
indication that the United States genuinely wanted to play a meaningful role in 
the region. 


Deputy Prime Minister Lester Bird, a leading government spokesman, also called on 
government leaders and "the responsible opposition" parties in the Caribbean to 
lend support to the proposals. 


President Reagan yesterday announced plans to give the Caribbean and Central 
America $350 million in aid and grant the region's exporters du: free treatment 
for 12 years. 


Foreign Minister Bird made his remarks during a debate in the legislative 
assembly on the governments 1982 budget. 


He said that Antigua and Barbuda looked forward to the early implementation of 
the plan. 


The foreign minister said the support of the government's and opposition parties 
was necessary because lobbing would be taking place to get congressmen to agree 
to the plan. 


He said that the Reagan administration needed maximum support in terms of state- 
ments issued by Caribbean governments, to demonstrate to the congress that they 
are fully behind the Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI). 


"In any such thing, you don't get all that you require, but I respectfully submit 
that as someone who criticised the plan strongly when it was announced first, is 
that this proposal by the U.S. administration is one which shows for sure that 
the United States is genuinely interested in the Caribbean Basin," Mr Bird said. 


Mr Bird also described a number of measures announced by President Reagan as 
"greatly beneficial to the Caribbean region." 


He said the Caribbean would be able to stimulate investment as a result of a 
proposal that Caribbean goods, other than textiles, should receive duty free 
treatment for 12 years. 


Mr Bird also identified the expanded quota for textiles and the reduction on the 
requirement for value added from 35 percent to 25 percent, and tax incentives for 
U.S. businessmen investing in the Caribbean, as "a great breakthrough.” 


The foreign minister said he was particularly heartened that the U.S. administra- 
tion would enter into direct bilateral assistance programmes for infrastructural 
development in the eastern Caribbean since this was a point on which the leaders 
of the eastern Caribbean felt very strongly. 


Mr Bird described President Reagan's proposals as the most significant package of 
assistance to the Caribbean ever created by a United States Government. 
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St Kitts’ Premier Comments 
FL252145 Bridgetown CANA in English 2127 GMT 25 Feb 82 


[Text] Basseterre, St Kitts, 25 Feb (CANA)--St Kitts-Nevis Premier, Dr Kennedy 
Simmonds, said here today that he was cautiously optimistic over President Reagan's 
preposals for assisting the Caribbean and Central American states. 


He said that President Reagan's plans for the Caribbean Basin, when implemented, 
would be "a positive contribution to the economic development of the Caribbean 
countries. 


"It is certainly the most comprehensive programme of aid, trade and investment ever 
put forward by the U.S. for the Caribbean. 


"I certainly hope that the U.S. Congress would be responsive to President Reagan's 
initiative, and approve the entire programme. 


"The 350-million dollars aid package is critical to us in the LDCS (less developed 
countries), and we in St Kicts-Nevis are anxious to discover what proportion of the 
total package would be available to us. 


"This form of direct assistance will help us to develop the infrastructure which 
is vital if we are to attract meaningful investment," Dr Simmonds said. 


St Lucia's Compton Comments 
FL252140 Bridgetown CANA in English 2056 GMT 25 Feb 82 


[Text] Castries, St Lucia, 25 Feb (CANA)--Political leader of St Lucia's United 
Workers Party (UWP) John Compton has described President Reagan's plan to promote 
economic development in the region as far-reaching. 


He said the plan, which was announced yesterday and seeks to give the Caribbean 
and Central America 350 million dollars (U.S.) in aid and duty free access for 
regional exports to United States markets for 12 years, would be as important to 
the Caribbean as the Marshall Plan was to Europe. 


The Marshall Plan, named after a former American general, helped rebuild war-torn 
Western Europe after World War Il. 


Mr Compton said Caribbean governments should get together and work out a response 
to the plan. 


Mr Compton said “it is an opportunity that the Caribbean should not miss, for it 
may not come again. If we take full advantage of the plan the Caribbean can become 
one of the most prosperous areas of the developing world." 





CSO: 3025/1043 














COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


GOVERNMENT COMMISSIONS EXPANDED COAST GUARD FLEET 
FLO11646 Bridgetown CANA in English 1751 GMT 28 Feb 82 


[Text] Bridgetown, Barbados, 28 Feb (CANA)--The Barbados Government has commis- 
sioned its expanded Coast Guard fleet, still hoping for the eventual establishment 
of a broader regional coastal patrol system. 


Prime Minister Tom Adams has welcomed what he said was the "understanding being 
reached" between Barbados and St Vincent on joint coast guard work. He said his 
government would support expansion of this scheme to incorporate other countries 
in the region. 


"I know that other countries in the region are keen to participate in this form of 
cooperation and we would welcome the opportunity to lend our services to such an 
expansion," the Barbadian leader said. 


He also spoke of the high cost of ma.atc. ining the Coast Guard, which includes a 
newly-acquired 37.5 metre fast patrol craft, and warned private boat owners that 
the service was not meant to answer "frivolous breakdown calls." 


",..Even a simple search and rescue operation conducted jointly by Coast Guard 
vessels and the aircraft element of the defence force costs the nation approximately 
10,000 dollars (5,000 dollars U.S.) a day, “Prime Minister Adams remarked during a 
ceremony, at the new Coast Guard headquarters in Bridgetown, also dedicated 
yesterday. 


Mr Adams, who is responsible for defence and security, added: "The Coast Guard 
simply cannot afford to respond to frivolous breakdown calls." 


Members of the Barbados cabinet, foreign diplomats based here, and coast guard 
personnel from countries including Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States, 
St Vincent and Britain turned up for the commissioning of the 37.5 metre fast 
patrol boat "Trident," "Enterprise," "Excellence" (converted 22-metre shrimp boats), 
"George Fergusson," a 20-metre fast patrol boat, and "J.T.C. Ramsey," a 12-metre 
craft. 


The Coast Guard's two other vessels, "Commander Marshall" and "T.T. Lewis" are not 
operational. 


Mr Adams said that the Coast Guard would still be a search and rescue arm, but that 
the onus was on individual boat owners to keep their vessels seaworthy. 


In this respect, the Coast Guard will have the right to inspect privately owned 
vessels, Mr Adams remarked. 


CSO: 3025/1042 y 








COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


SOLDIERS TOLD KIND OF ARMY COUNTRY NEEDS 
FL201927 Bridgetown CANA in English 1912 GMT 20 Feb 82 


[Text] Belmopan, Belize, 20 Feb (CANA)--Belize has told its soldiers that their 
job was neither to commit aggression nor be repressive, but to defend the country's 
sovereignty and safeguard the people's rights. 


This directive to the tiny army about its role came yesterday from Health, Housing 
and Co-operatives Minister Assad Shoman. 


He was delivering the address at an army ceremony, and was firm about the kind of 
army that his government did not wish to see develop in this small Central American 
country. 


Belize, which became independent last 21 September, is still under threat from 
Guatemala which has been pressing an old territorial claim. Along with the small 
local defence force, there is a British garrison in the country. 


Mr Shoman was critical of the kind of army whose mission it was to be aggressive 
and repressive... "Subjugating the people of other nations, or to repress their 

own peopie in order to maintain a small privileged class in power and stamp out the 
people's clamour for freedom and justice." 


He declared: "Unfortunately, we do not have to go far in our region to find 
examples of such armies.” 


He said there was another kind of army "whose mission is to defend the gains of 
the people and to uphold their freedom and constitutional rights, and to serve the 
people." 


Mr Shoman [said] that was the army which Belize was developing. 


"Your duty is to defend the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Belize and to 
promote its development in justice and peace. 


"You are not mere fighting machines... not for you the title "dogs of war." You are 
men in the service of your country and your people. 


"You are not just men of action... you are thinking men, and you will want to have 
a clear idea of what we mean by freedom, independence and sovereignty." 














He emphasised that sovereignty was a country's "most precious possession," and 


that it had to be "jealously guarded" to ensure that the people retained the right 
to make their own decisions in their own interest. 


CSO: 3010/966 

















COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


BRITISH AIR FORCE OFFICERS' VISIT REPORTED 
PA181852 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 1411 GMT 18 Feb 82 
[Text] Belmopan, (Belize), 18 Feb (ACAN-EFE)--Air Marshall Keith Williamson, head 


of the British Royal Air Force and Air Force Lt Col T.C. Elworthy left for London 
today after staying in this country for 3 days. 





During their stay in Belize Williamson and Elworthy met with Belizean military 
officers and British officers stationed in this country as well as with C.L. Rogers, 
deputy premier and defense minister. 


The details of this visit were not disclosed, but it was unofficially reported that 
it is related to plans to establish an air military section for Belize's defense 
force. 


In a speech given by Rogers recently, it was revealed that the Belizean government 
is planning to establish air and maritime sections for the defense force of this 


country. 


Belize signed an agreement for technical and military aid with the United States 
last month and a similar one with the British in December. 


CSO: 3010/966 














COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


POLL SHOWS DISTRIBUTION, TREND OF FIGUEIREDO'S POPULARITY 
Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 2 Feb 82 p 3 


[Text] The Figueiredo government has been regaining popularity since the beginning 
of 1981, after passing through a period of increasing public disapproval during 
1980, when its balance was minus 30 (it is now minus 2). Despite this recovery, the 
government has not yet regained the level of popular support and approval it enjoyed 
at the beginning of his term; he took office in March 1979 and in October of that 
year had a balance of plus 21. 


These are the conclusions of the Gallup Public Opinion Institute, which has been 
making a quarterly survey since President Figueiredo took office. The poll, the 
most recent of which was made in December, is based on differenct samples, each of 
them representative of the Brazilian urban population, in 20 states. Each sample 
consists of 2,500 persons, corresponding to the distribution by sex, age, socio- 
economic class and size of the cities where they live. 


Question 


The question the Gallup poll has been asking throughout Brazil every 3 months since 
the Figueiredo government began is: "How do you rate the way in which President 
Figueiredo is governing the nation: very well, well, fair, poorly or very poorly?" 


Survey Results 


This is the sequence of results obtained between May 1979 and December 1981 [See 
next page for key to table below]: 





(1) — Acham que o presidente ests governando 


(4) (3) 1979 (4) (5) (6)1980 (7) () (8981 (9) (10) 
Moi Ago Out fev Abr Ago Nov fev Jun’ Set ° Dez 
a me tee fee ae SS a a ee 














— Muito bem fil) 2 = a 8 6 6 8 9 

— Bem 33 s S&S 2 @& , & & 32 35 
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2861 3172 3302 3073 2890 2745 2396 2458 2142 2830 2740 














Key [to table on preceding page]: 





1. Think the president is governing: 

2. May ll. Very well 

3. August 12. Well 

4. October 13. Fair 

5. February 14. Poorly 

6. April 15. Very poorly 

7. November 16. No opinion 

8. June 17. Totals 

9. September 18. Size of sample 
10. December 


Knowing that popular approval of public officials results only from the favorable 
replies (persons saying he is governing "very well" or "well''), Gallup shows the 
following trend of data for public approval and disapproval of the Figueiredo gov- 
ernment from May 1979 through December 1981: 





Trend of Figueiredo Government's Performance Rating 























’ (1). (2) 1979 _(3)_ (4) (5) 198Q2) (6) (4) (7)1981 (8) (9) 
Mai Ago Out Fev Abr Ago Nov fev Jun Set Dez 
: % % % % % % % % % % 
APROVACAO (10) 2 se a a ta a a a cee 
(muito bem, bem) . a aes bs 
NAO APROV (11) vs w's. 8 2s: FB 8 57 Ss 8 @& 
je regen fen mal, muito ma!) 4 : 
ice de Popularidade ,.07 .3 -15 13 -26 -30 -21 -16 -12 -2 
Key: 
1. May 10. Approval 
2. August (Very well, well) 
3. October 11. Nonapproval 
4. February (Fair, poorly, very poorly) 
5. April 12. Popularity rating 
6. November (Difference) 
7. June 
8. September 
9. December 


The above data reveal a constant increase in percentages of approval for the gov- 
ernment's performance. These percentages (46 percent), the poll says, are still 
less than those for nonapproval (48 percent), resulting in a negative balance of 
minus 2. One year ago this balance had been minus 30, having improved to minus 21, 
minus 16 and minus 12 during 1981. 


The Gallup Institute notes that the percentages of approval for the government's 
performance are higher in the states of the Northeast, North and Center-West regions, 
as well as in cities with a smaller number of voters, as can be seen in the table 

on the following page: 
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% % % % % % % % % % 
Muito bem (14 1 11 7 19. 10 12 1 iF 13 r 
Bem 15 35 35 34 33 47 31 32 40 35 38 
Reguiarmente +$ 31 34 32 24 2% 35 32 29 29 27 
Ma! 9 8 11 10 4 9 10 é 9 g 
Muito moi (18) g 2 a ae 10 10 5 8. 5 
Néo tem (19) 
opinido 6 es av ae. 3 5 7 
rotas. == £20) 199 100 100 100 100 100 ~=—-100 100 100 «100 
BASES (21) 2740 1345 601 576 218 754s 45) 744 44) 350 

Key: 

1. Think that President Fuigueiredo is governing: 
2. National Total 14. Very well 
3. Regions 15. Well 
4. Southeast 16. Fair 
5. South 17. Poorly 
6. Northeast 18. Very poorly 
7. Center-West 19. No opinion 
8. State Capitals 20. Totals 
9. Size of Cities (Number of Voters) 21. Size of sample 


10. More than 50,000 Voters 

11. From 10,000 to 50,000 Voters 
12. From 5,001 to 10,000 Voters 
13. Up tv 5,000 Voters 


Based upon these data, the poll concludes that disapproval is greater in the states 
of the South and Southeast, as well as in state capitals and large cities: 
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Desoprovacso (15) 48 49 «53 s) 36 54 52 46 42 Al 
indice oe (16) 

Populoricoode -2 -3 -12 1] 21 -1) 9 2 9 8 

(Diferenca) 
Key: 


2. through 13.: Same as preceding table 
14. Approval 

15. Nonapproval 

16. Popularity Rating (Difference) 
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From November 1980, its lowest point, to December 1981, the government's popularity 
has been rising: 


- so _— ~ oe mee oe +8 - ~ * _ - eee 


Evolucado dos indices de popularidade | Key: 
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3. May 

4. August 
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10. September 
11. December 
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Popularity of Figueiredo government measured in the states and computed by regions 
by the Gallup poll 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


NAVY MINISTER SCORES EXTREMISTS, NAMES ‘PART OF CHURCH' 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 13 Feb 82 p 5 


[Report on interview with Navy Minister Maximiano da Fonseca in Porto Alegre 12 Feb- 
ruary: ''Maximiano Condemns Extremism; name of interviewer not given] 


[Text] Porto Alegre--During an exclusive interview in Porto Alegre yesterday by 

O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO and JORNAL DA TARDE, Navy Minister Maximiano da Fonseca said 
"liberalization could be much more rapid if there weren't so much extremism."' With- 
out such extremism and with a climate of harmony, the cabinet minister asserted, the 
nation could even have direct elections for president "if that were the will of the 
majority." 


Maximiano da Fonseca identified one of the sources of this extremism: part of the 
church, which "openly preches revolt, even armed revolt." 


He was willing to view legalizing the Communist Party as a "good" thing provided all 
communists joined it. But, as he does not believe they will join it and many "would 
continue infiltrating' other parties, he does not support the idea. 


Adm Maximiano da Fonseca arrived in Porto Alegre at 1000 hours yesterday. In the 
morning he visited Governor Amaral de Souza in Piratini Palace, lunched in the Port 
Authority and early in the afternoon went to Esteio, in the metropolitan region, 
where he viewed the "aeromobile'"’ (a vehicle powered by air that will begin operating 
this year). After that he had personal business in Porto Alegre, where he will stay 
until Sunday morning. 


Shortly after arriving at Porto Alegre, the navy minister answered only one question 
in a brief press interview. When told about the opposition's doubts as to whether 
the elections will be held, he said: "Did you see what President Figueiredo said 
yesterday? He said there will be elections unless he is put out of office or dies. 
Now, I can certainly tell you that there is not the slightest chance of his being 
put out of office. And if he dies, it is one more reason. for having elections, 

out of respect for his memory because he always advocated them." 


After his meeting of over 1 hour with Governor Amaral de Souza, Adm Maximiano da 


Fonseca agreed to meet with the reporter for 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO and JORNAL DA 
TARDE at the Port Authority headquarters for a lengthy interview. 
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Speaking again about President Figueiredo's statement in Campinas, at the outset of 
the interview he asserted: "It is a settled point that President Figueiredo will 
not leave office. Otherwise, the armed forces would have to be overthrown." 


Asked whether the armed forces would respect the result of the elections, he ex- 
plained: "Of course. This is not open to question. The armed forces do not want 
to be involved in politics." He also responded to charges by the opposition that 
the government will do everything not to give up power: 


"I consider this a political ploy. Of course there was the 'package,' but it was 
the deputies who voted for it and not the System. They were deputies, representa- 
tives of the people. Right now, the government has a majority. But it was the 
civilian deputies who voted, not the military. Did the government put a gun to any- 
one's head? It did not." 


According to him, "many things the opposition does not like today it may do later 
if it comes to power. Debate, criticism, all this is part of the democratic game. 
If the parties really organize, there is nothing to fear." 


Defense of Opposition 


The navy minister did not wish to say whether he thought the opposition "better" or 
"worse" in Brazil. After asserting, in regard to politicians, that "everyone must 
think first about Brazil, with honest intentions and pure feelings; he must be 
strong and always unselfish," the admiral added: "It is easier to be in the oppo- 
sition than in the government. The people do not want inflation or queues; they 
want cheaper living costs. It is easy to criticize everything, but to solve prob- 
lems... Opposition is a necessary thing, as long as it is constructive rather than 
destructive. 


"At times," he continued, "the opposition goes to extremes. But without opposition 

the government is not subject to control in the proper sense of the term. Construc- 
tive opposition is very good; it is essential.'' Asked about the government's worry 

concerning infiltration by MR-8 [8 October Revolutionary Movement] partisans in op- 

position parties, he said: "I always view apprehensively infiltration by any under- 
ground or subversive element. But how far it has gone, I don't know. Is it viewed 

with concern? It is." 


About legalization of the Communist Party he said: '‘''Some think it should be legal- 
ized, because then you know who your enemies are and where they are. Others think 
they will not all join the Communist Party and some will continue infiltrating other 
parties. If I were certain that all communists would join the PC [Communist Party] 
I would favor legalizing it. But I don't have that certainty. And the fear is that 
they will not all go there and will continue infiltrating elsewhere." 


Extremism of Church 


After hearing the question regarding his opinion about the "third way'' proposed by 
the church in Brazil as an alternative to capitalism, the navy minister insisted: 
"Tl didn't want to say anything about the church, but I will anyway." He then de- 
nounced extremism in some sectors of the church: 
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"It is perfectly just and proper that the church in general support the struggle of 
the poor. But what I, as a citizen and as a Catholic, cannot accept is that part of 
the church--not all of the church, mind you, but part of the church--preaches revolt. 
As a Christian, I cannot accept that. Openly, part of the church preaches revolt, 
even armed revolt. Certain sectors preach hatred between employees and employers 

and we can't have that." 


When asked whether such extremism might jeopardize liberalization, he said: 


‘Liberalization could be much more rapid if there weren't so much extremism. No one 
wants to fight injustice more than does the government, that is clear. No one is 
more concerned about the people's welfare than the government. The president of the 
republic is a democrat, son of a democrat, a poor man, a soldier who lives only on 
his pay and who is also interested in putting an end to injustice (...) Everyone 
agrees that the church should support the poor. What I cannot accept, as a cabinet 
minister, is that certain sectors preach revolt." 


At the end of the interview, when asked whether, if extremism could be curbed, there 
could be direct elections for president in 1984 or later, Minister Maximiano da 
Fonseca said: "I don't know. Clearly, when the day comes that there is absolute 
confidence in the honest intentions of everyone, I see no difficulties. But I don't 
regard indirect elections as undemocratic. They are democratic." 


Closing the interview of about 20 minutes given to the O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO and 
JORNAL DA TARDE reporter, he asserted: "President Figueiredo himself has said that 
if the majority of the people want, these elections can be held. We can head in 
that direction if there is harmony, if we don't have this extremism you are talking 
about. It could happen--but mind you, I don't view an indirect election as undemo- 
cratic--but not with this extremism." 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


PROCEEDINGS OF UNE CONEG MEETING IN RIO REPORTED 
Controversial Topics Aired 
Sao Paulo FOLHA DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 6 Feb 82 p 11 
é 


[Text] Rio de Janeiro--The 1982 elections, the crisis in Poland and university 
problems--such as increased costs in private schools and in student restaurants-- 
as well as launching a campaign for the UNE [National Students Union] to be recog- 
nized by the government and construction of its headquarters are the major topics 
whose discussion was begun yesterday at the meeting of the National Council of 
General Entities (CONEG) of the National Students Union (UNE). 


Among those participating in the meeting, which continues until tomorrow at the 
UFRJ [Rio de Janeiro Federal University] Technology Center on the Fundao campus, 
are the central directors of universities, metropolitan unions and state unions of 
students from throughout the nation. The CONEG is the third deliberative level of 
the UNE, after the congress and the National Council of Basic Entities (CONEB), 
which brings together the directorates and -the academic centers. 


The CONEG was inaugurated yesterday afternoon by UNE President Francisco Javier, 
with students representing about 30 entities attending. But working sessions and 
discussions begin this morning, when twice as many entities are expected to par- 
ticipate, according to Javier's estimate. 


Voting is by entity, but there is no limit on participants and yesterday when CONEG 
was opened, the most visible political trends were those of the followers of HORA 
DO POVO and TRIBUNA OPERARIA newspapers. The UNE president made a report of UNE 
activities since the new directors were elected in November and he later called a 
directors' meeting to discuss two controversial topics to be submitted to today's 
plenary session: the situation in Poland and UNE finances. 


Trips, Elections 


A 10-day trip to Lebanon at the invitation of the General Union of Palestinian 
Students and participation in campaigns against the election "package,"' favoring 
semiannual salary adjustment for public employees and against the ministerial ruling 
that set new prices for meals in university restaurants were the main activities of 
the new directorate, according to the president. Two UNE directors are currently 

in Cuba, where they are attending a meeting of the Continental Organization of Latin 
American Students (OCLAE). 
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Regarding the 1982 elections, the UNE president asserted that "there is a split to- 
day within the ranks of the opposition, but it will not preveit victory by the oppo- 
sition over the PDS [Social Democratic Party], although spreading votes among sev- 
eral opposition parties weakens the candidates who have the best chance of defeating 
the government. 


"We would like to see the opposition united in a single party and we are not saying 
that this party must be the PMDB [Brazilian Democratic Mobilization Party]," Javier 
emphasized, adding that the UNE “will not take a position for one party or another, 
although the student movement must work for unification of the opposition."’ The 
main thing, he says, is to guarantee elections and defeat the PDS. 


The UNE applauds absorption of the PP [Popular Party] by the PMDB but has no clearly 
defined position on the "liberalization pretense" offered by the education minister, 
who is said to be ready to receive proposals for modifying the structure of federal 

universities, which function on a decentralized basis. 


Poland Controversy 


Besides solidarity with the people of El Salvador and Palestine and discussion of 
"Struggle for Peace," the really controversial international theme in the CONEG will 
be the situation in Poland. 


There are disagreements even among the directors, following either the HORA DO POVO 
or TRIBUNA OPERARIA viewpoints about Soviet Union participation in Poland's martial 
law, not to mention other political points of view that support Solidarity and do 
not believe the military are defending socialism. This issue promises to be dis- 
cussed more than the UNE financial situation and its 45th anniversary, when it will 
attempt to be recognized by the government and to build a headquarters in Rio de 
Janeiro or Sao Paulo, 


Opposition Endorsed 
Sao Paulo FOLHA DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 8 Feb 82 p 14 


[Text] Rio de Janeiro--The National Council of General Entities (CONEG) of the UNE 
approved early yesterday morning on the 3d day of its meeting at the Rio de Janeiro 
Federal University (UFRJ) Technology Center in Fundao a resolution urging the stu- 
dent movement to join forces with the opposition "for the purpose of assuring the 
November elections without casuistries, without the Falcao law and with complete 
freedom for political advertising and activity by the parties." 


The document charges that "the government is trying in every way to establish rules 
through casuistry and arbitrary measures to guarantee victory for the PDS in the 
1982 elections."" The UNE, according to the resolution, "recommends, encourages and 
will participate in all initiatives by the opposition endeavoring to defeat the 
government's casuistic maneuvers in the general election."' The UNE "welcomes all 
initiatives for unity of the opposition to defeat the PDS, including merger initi- 
atives such as the one by the PP and the PMDB," 
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Encouraging Participation 


The document says the "UNE recommends, welcomes and encourages initiatives within 
the schools, such as holding discussions with oppusition candidates, public actions 
and demonstrations, and encourages participation by students in opposition political 
parties and urges all colleagues in Brazil, along with their entities, to assure 
unity of the opposition to defeat the government and continue the struggle for free- 
dom and democracy in our nation." 


UNE President Francisco Javier said the resolution will be distributed to all stu- 
dent entities in Brazil. 


The document begins by analyzing the current Brazilian situation: "Brazil today is 
experiencing the worsening of a serious economic, financial and social crisis, lead- 
ing to greivous working and living conditions for the Brazilian people during 18 
years of dictatorship. The policies of the dictatorship have caused the most wide- 
spread dissatisfaction among the people and even among sectors which until very re- 
cently were the regime's base of support." 


Reaction 


The resolution goes on to say that “in the nation's situation of hardship and crisis 
the people have been responding by mobilizing and struggling to achieve better wages, 
better transportation, housing, health and education; proof of this are the campaigns 
taking place in recent months in Salvador, Sao Paulo and throughout the land. Proof 
of this is also the increase of organization by the people, as evidenced by estab- 
lishing the National Confederation of Tenant Associations (CONAM) in Sao Paulo; by 
preparations for the founding congress of the Single Workers Federation; and by re- 
organization of countless entities to strengthen the people's unity." 


Further on, the document claims that "the actual crisis and the people's struggle 
have forced the government to increasing isolation, causing divisions within its 
ranks, making it increasingly difficult to confront opposition forces within and 
outside of Congress." 


The resolution then accuses the government of preparing a PDS victory through 
casuistic measures and urges students to join the opposition parties. 


Closing 


Yesterday morning and afternoon the UNE regional vice presidents and representatives 
of student entities reported on what is happening in their regions regarding budget 
cuts in public schools; the Education Ministry ruling about food prices in univer- 
sity restaurants; and about reorganizing education in Brazil. Then the crisis in 
Poland was discussed, The meeting is to end early this morning and the UNE direc- 
tors promised to report the conclusions of the CONEG meeting immediately. 


8834 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


DELEGATION TO VISIT IRAQ IN MAY TO DISCUSS TRADE IMBALANCE 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 19 Feb 82 p 25 


[Text] Brasilia--In a note distributed yesterday, Itamaraty [Foreign Affairs Min- 
istry] announced it will send a delegation to Iraq to participate in a high-level 
meeting in Baghdad 13 through 19 May. This meeting will seek to solve the prob- 
lems of persistent balance- -of-payments disequilibrium "caused especially by the new 
price structure in the international market for energy raw materials, especially 
petroleum." 


The meeting is a consequence of the High-Level Conference on Economic Cooperation 
held in Caracas in May of last year which adopted the following basic recommenda- 
tion in its program of action: 


"Developing countries must intensify their collective efforts in international 
forums to assure cooperation of developed countries in establishing a mechanism to 
relieve the financial burden imposed upon developing countries by rising petroleum 
prices and the persistent inflation embodied in prices of goods and services im- 
ported from developed countries." 


At the 3aghdad meeting, which will try to put the recommendation into practice, the 
Brazilian delegation will be led by Minister Pedro Paulo Assumpcao, chief of the 
Financial Policy Division of the Foreign Relations Ministry, and will include repre- 
sentatives of the SEPLAN [Planning Secretariat], Central Bank and Finance Ministry. 


In the document distributed yesterday, Itamaraty points out that the impact of the 
so-called "petroleum crisis" and the consequent readjustment of the world economy 
was felt unevenly among developing and developed countries. So much so that the 
consolidated current-account balance of the main groups of countries in the 1978- 
through-1982 (estimated) period computed by the IMF (in billions of dollars) is as 
follows: 





Category 1978 _1982_ 
Industrialized countries +30.3 -23.0. 
Petroleum-exporting developing countries + 3.2 +80.0 
Petroleum-importing developing countries -37.2 -100.0 
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In the case of Brazil tke impact was commensurate with its being the largest im- 
porter of petroleum among developing countries, as shown by the statistics below, 
also referring to the current account balance in billions of dollars: 


Country 1970 1975 1978 1979 1980 
Brazil -0.5 -6.7 -6.9 -10.7 -12.8 


Also regarding Brazil, the impact of the “petroleum crisis" is apparent in the fol- 
lowing deficit result of Brazil's consolidated bilateral balance of payments with 
the 12 OPEC member countries, in billions of dollars: 


Item 1978 1979 1980 


Brazil/OPEC -3.3 -5.5 -7.2 


The note distributed by Itamaraty points out further that these data increase the 
importance Brazil attaches to the Baghdad meeting, "where proposals of cooperations 
are expected, especially on the part of petroleum-exporting countries located on the 
Arabian {Persian?] Gulf." 


And the note concludes: 


“The excellent level of political dialogue that Brazil maintains with developing 
countries as a whole, who today absorb over 40 percent of our total exports compared 
with about 9 percent a little over a decade ago--thus constituting the most dynamic 
sector in Brazil's trade balance--is the primary motivation for Brazil's presence as 
a matter of policy." 


8834 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


SPECULATION ABOUT PRESIDENTIAL SUCCESSION AIRED 
Sao Paulo FOLHA DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 6 Feb 82 p 5 
[Article by Gerardo Mello Mourao: “The Presidential Succession" ] 


[Text] President Figueiredo, whose term of office has not yet reached even the 
halfway point, is not concerned about naming his successor. He knows, of :course, 
about previous experiences of the military regime and recalls perfectly well the 
bitterness of Castelo Branco, who had to accept as his successor the very person 
he did not want. Or the displeasure of General Medici, whowould have preferred 
anyone to Ernesto Geisel. 


In fact, all the military presidents, who were pushed down their predecessors' re- 
spective throats like a sword, also had to swallow a sword when it was their turn 
to be succeeded. General Geisel, as a matter of fact, swallowed it the most grace- 
fully, which example will probably be followed by the current president. He real- 
izes that the power of the System is irrestible and the most comfortable thing is 
to accept things as they are. 


It seems certain that, at least as of now, President Figueiredo has not established 
any personal preference for choosing the next crown prince. But without doubt sev- 
eral contenders are already seeking his favor. Some make surreptitious arrange- 

‘ ments; others enter the fray openly. 


Among the more visible candidates are Sao Paulo Governor Paulo Maluf and General 
Medeiros of the National Intelligence Service [SNI]. The chances of Paulo Maluf 
are great and they are small. Small because no one knows whether the System will 
permit his name to be brought up at the PDS [Social Democratic Party] convention, 
which will ratify the nominee. According to all indications, his election as gov- 
ernor of Sao Paulo resulted from the negligence of the System, which underestimated 
the candidate's managerial ability. His election as governor would thus have been 
a case of political opportunism--without suggesting any pejorative connotation such 
as has crept into a certain type of police jargon. 


Have no doubt that if the System is negligent again at the national: convention, 

Dr Maluf will be there, ready as a fresh loaf of bread, and the same methods of 
alluring the state electoral college will be used at the federal level, with even 
more resounding success. No one is unaware that the magic touch of this optimistic 
man--a kind of Ademar de Barros and Juscelino Kubitschek for these poor times--is 
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already working from the Oyapock to the Chui. Certain and uncertain at the same 
time, Dr Maluf's election will need only another lapse by the System. 


The other visible candidate is General Medeiros of the SNI. He is a quiet and dis- 
creet soldier, as suits the nature of his post. Nothing can be said against his 
personal reputation and his honor and, like General Figueiredo, his hands are clean 
of the crimes of torture and violence that have soiled others through the years. 
The general's name is suggested more by others than by himself. The only time he 
let his desire for power be apparent was in the few clear measures of control 
through which he tried to prevent the vice president from becoming president while 
Figueiredo was unable to serve. 


Another military candidate is General Costa Cavalcanti. In France, Jules Romains 
would call a man such as Costa Cavalcanti “one of the enigmas of the republic." 
After being chief of police for Cid Sampaio, he became a federal deputy for 
Pernambuco. His parliamentary performance was colorless and mediocre, He was one 
of the most active persons involved in the 1964 military coup. When the coup suc- 
ceeded, he was made a cabinet minister in every government from then on. Today he 
is a superminister--head of the Itaipu Binational. He is already campaigning for 
president. Or at least his friends and admirers are campaigning for him. His 
name, which could be strengthened through an alliance of the Medici group with the 
Geisel group, inspires confidence among foreign investors, although he does not get 
along well among the nationalist military and in the Northeast, in defense of whose 
interests Gen Albuquerque Lima lost the Interior Ministry, the position going to 
Costa Cavalcanti. 


But the strongest candidate in the military area, if the army decides to have a 
candidate typically representative of its area, seems to be General Coelho Neto, 
whose star is rising in military circles. It cannot be said that his candidacy is 
a stimulus to the liberalization process. However, although he is a notoriously 
hard-line military chief, with very firm positions against democratic rights that 
might benefit socialism or communism, General Coelho Neto could rule the government 
with great personal authority, but will not be able to restrict the liberalization 
project, which today has the apparent support of the armed forces. 


Of course, besides these three military candidates, other names may be flourishing 
in the military breeding grounds, as the presidency of the republic has become, 
since 1964, a kind of ultimate promotion for a military career, a fifth star on the 
epaulet of distinguished uniforms. Gen Sergio Ari Pires would be one of these 
names. He is, in fact, one of the generals that get along best in civilian society, 
with a family tradition of great personal prestige, moderation and cultural back- 
ground. His name will not be in the arrangements being made, but could be the hope 
of the best sectors of the armed forces who would like to close with a clean key 
this cycle of purgatory in which a long and painful militarism has been imposed 
upon the poor Brazilian public life, a militarism so ashamed of itself that, as 
that love of Baudelaire, does not dare mention its name. Beyond this, there is 
another candidate running silently on the track. Watch for the next installment. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


JAPANESE SHIP ANTARCTIC POSSIBILITY--Curitiba--Navy Minister Maximiano da Fonseca 
revealed day before yesterday in Paranagua that the Brazilian government may procure 
a Japanese ship to make an expedition to the Antarctic before the end of this year. 
According to him, Brazil previously was interested in buying a ship from Great 
Britain but negotiations have been practically suspended in recent weeks because of 
the difficulties faced domestically by the British government in making the sale. 
Japan, according to the navy minister, has two ships equipped for operating in icy 
waters. "One of them,"' he said, "is very modern, new and quite expensive, so that 
we would not be able to afford it. The other is not so new, but would be ideal for 
our expedition." So far, however, Brazil has not received a firm offer from the 
Japanese to make the sale. As a last resort, he stressed, the navy would provide a 
ship to make a so-called "pre-Antarctic" expedition. [Text] [Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE 
SAO PAUTO in Portuguese 12 Feb 82 p 10] 8834 


FOREIGN SHIPBUILDING TECHNOLOGY--Navy Minister Maximiano da Fonseca said yesterday 
that Brazil is acquiring specialized technology and will be able to build in ‘Rio de 
Janeiro all :the vessels the navy will need to expand or renovate its fleet, including 
submarines. He announced that several gunboats and corvettes that have been in use 
for some time may be deactivated, since the navy is acquiring technology from Italy 
for building submarines and from Great Britain for building boats and corvettes, 
having already built two frigates that are operating quite satisfactorily. [Excerpt] 
[Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 12 Feb 82 p 5] 8834 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


GOVERNMENT ISSUES ELECTION DAY CONDUCT DECREE 
PA131330 Bogota Cadena Radial Super in Spanish 2330 GMT 12 Feb 82 


[Text of Decree 424 on Conduct During Elections, Published in Bogota on 

12 February; signed by President Julio Cesar Turbay Ayala, Government Minister 
Jorge Mario Eastman, National Defense Minister Gen Luis Carlos Camacho Leyva and 
Communications Minister Antonio Abello Roca] 


[Text] Article 1. On election day, the 5 prior calendar days and the 7 following 
days, all political meetings and demonstrations are banned in public places. 


Article 2. During these days, radio and television stations cannot broadcast 
lectures, speeches or roundtables, except for strictly electoral information and 
for political commentaries and editorials. Loudspeakers also cannot be used to 
broadcast this information. 


During this period, radio stations and loudspeakers can broadcast political 
announcements only if they include invitations to vote for certain parties, 
political movements or candidates. At no time can these political announcements 
contain offenses or attacks against other candidates, movements, political parties 
or government authorities. 


In spite of what has been decreed in the previous article, Bogota's mayor and the 
municipal mayors can at any time, if advisable and if the government is previously 
warned, ban the use of loudspeakers within their respective jurisdictions. 


Article 3. On election day, the days before and after and on the day of municipal 
vote tallies, the sale of alcoholic beverages is banned throughout the country. 


The mayor of Bogota's special district and the municipal mayors can if advisable 
and if the government is previously warned, shorten or expand the prohibitions 
included in the present article. 


Article 4. Violations of the previous article will be punished with fines that 
can be changed into arrests imposed by the respective mayors according to the 
procedures established in the national police code. 


Article 5. During the days mentioned in Article 3 of the present decree, all 


safeconducts to carry weapons are suspended throughout the national territory, 
excepting special permits issued for this period by brigade commanders. 
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Violations to the present article will be punished according to the existing 
laws. 


Article 6. On election day, radio and television stations can give worldwide 
information on the number of votes cast. Starting when voting ends, radio and 
television stations may broadcast only information issued by the National Civil 
Registry, departmental delegates and municipal registrars. Likewise, they may 
broadcast only the total of partial tallies when these are issued by the authori- 
ties mentioned in this article. 


Radio and television stations must keep records of their broadcasts on electoral 
information. 


Article 7. Violations of the stipulations of this decree by radio and television 
stations will be punished by the sanctions included in the radio broadcasting 
statutes; the state can immediately withhold the full rights of these stations' 
radio frequencies and can order the immediate suspension of broadcasts. 


Article 8. During election day, telecommunication services will give priority to 
electoral officials’ messages that may have information on the voting results. 


Article 9. This decree is in effect from the date of its publication and super- 
cedes any regulations opposed to it. 


CSO: 3010/972 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


BRIEFS 


NEW POLITICAL PARTY REQUESTS REGISTRATION--The civil registry director has been 
asked to register a new political party. The party is called Unity [Unidad] and 
uses the same flag that President Carazo used in the 1978 elections. The group 
will register first at the Canton level and later at the national level with a 
view toward participating in the 1986 elections or in a possible constituent 
National Assembly election. The party is requesting registration for Hojancha 
Canton, Guanacaste Province. (Wilbur Espinoza) is the president of its charter 
assembly. [Text] [PA120431 San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 0100 GMT 12 Feb 82] 


CsO: 3010/965 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


HAVANA NOTES U.S. 'SLANDER' AGAINST ISLAND 
PA251235 Havana International Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 25 Feb 82 
[Station Commentary] 


[Excerpts] According to reports published in U.S. and other newspapers, the U.S. 
Government continues studying the forceful measures it claims that it will adopt 
against Cuba as part of its aggressive policy in Central America and the Caribbean. 
According to the plans of the so-called Santa Fe Committee, the Ronald Reagan 
administration has maintained, from the moment it reached power, a propaganda 
campaign based on slander trying to present Cuba as responsible for the 
revolutionary turmoil in Central America. 


The U.S. rulers have maintained, as their main point, that in the past 2 years 
alleged Cuban aid to the leftist movements of Nicaragua, El Salvador and Guatemala 
have turned Central America into a very unstable area where their interests are in 
danger. 


However, when faced with continuous calls from Cuba that the United States presents 
evidence that we support the Salvadoran guerrillas with arms, the U.S. Government 
has chosen to say nothing. 


In his speech of 24 October 1981 and in his report to the Second Congress of the 
Communist Party [of Cuba], in December 1980, the leader of the Cuban revolution, 
Fidel Castro, analyzed the situation and reiterated our position. This position 
is summarized in the following statements made during the Second Congress: 


If there is an olive branch, we will not reject it. If the hostility continues 
and there is an aggression, we will respond energetically. Cuba believes that 
normal relations with the United States would favor the political climate in Latin 
America and the Caribbean and would contribute to world detente. 


Therefore, Fidel added, Cuba is not opposed to solving its historic differences 
with the United States, but no one should expect Cuba to change its position or to 
give up its principles. Cuba, he said, is and will remain socialist, interna- 
tionalist and a friend of the Soviet Union and of the other socialist countries. 


The U.S. Government must realize once and for all that events in Central America 
are the result of the exploitation of the transnational enterprises and of the 
subhuman conditions in which most of the people there have to live. This has been 
admitted by U.S. Congressmen and allies of that country. 
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A discussion of Cuban-U.S. differences must take place on the basis of equality 
and not from a position of strength, as the United States wants. 


If the government of that country insists on carrying on with its aggressive 
policies against Cuba, it must be perfectly aware of the fact that we are always 
prepared to defend ourselves from any military blockade or invasion. 


CSO: 3010/976 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


PEDRO MIRET ADDRESSES ANIR FIRST CONGRESS 
Havana TRABAJADORES in Spanish 28 Dec 81 p 2 


[Speech by Pedro Miret Prieto, member of the PCC Politburo, in Havana, 23 December 
1981] 


[Text] Speech delivered by Comrade Pedro Miret Prieto, member of the Politburo of 
the Communist Party of Cuba, closing the First Congress of the National Association 
of Innovators and Efficiency Experts [ANIR], held at the CTC's [Central Organization 
of Cuban Trade Unions] Lazaro Pena Auditorium, on 22 and 23 December 1981, "Year of 
the 20th Anniversary of Giron". 


Today, we are attending the close of the First Congress of the National Association 
of Innovators and Efficiency Experts, the culmination of an extensive, intensive 
and careful planning process, which included the holding of 14 provincial confer- 
ences. 


The ceremonies marking the 25th anniversary of the founding of our glorious Revolu- 
tionary Armed Forces, and the recollection of the heroic feat of 30 November 1956 
and the "Granma" landing, events which left their indelible traces in the history 

of our people's struggles for final independence, have served as a fortified revolu- 
tionary political platform for the convening of this congress. 


In hundreds of shops, factories and educational and service centers, the associa- 
tion's committees met in a connected series of meetings for analysis and election of 
their leaders, from the rank and file to this congress. At these meetings, there 
was also a discussion of the foundations that would acquire the force of a program 
based on the deliberations and<resolutions of this sovereign plenary meeting. 


The main report to the congress offered an historical analysis of the origins of 
the movement, which burst forth with spontaneous features, spurred on by the material 
needs of our economy and our people. 


The Historic Responsibility of Our Working Class and Our Peasants to Keep Up 
Production at All Cost 


The undeferable need for not halting production and for preventing the collapse of 
our economy, upset by the blockage and the desertion of technicians and skilled 
personnel lured by the imperialist will-o'-the wisp, and the historic responsibility 
of our working class and our peasants to keep up the production of material goods 
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at all cost, so as to insure the people's living,caused the movement which is now 
holding its first, wonderful congress to flourish at the very spring of the revolu- 
tion. 


To obtain an exact idea of the significance to Cuba of the criminal blockade ordered 
at the beginning of the 1960's, we would have to recall the structural warping of 
our economy which had become an economy supplementary to, and dependent on that of 
the United States. Any change that occurred in that country's consumption, or a 
sudden rise or fall of prices on the U.S. domestic market, could mean considerable 
effects on the performance of our income, and entail an aftermath of artificial 
economic growth or severe destabilization. 


We were dependent on one product, sugar, one market, the Yankee one, and one will, 
imposed by the interests, discretion, whims and arrogance of the current White 
House residents. 


We were exporting sugar and importing candy; we were exporting iron and importing 
plows; we were exporting leather and importing shoes. What future could we expect? 


The shadows of hunger, malnutrition, unemployment, the most absolute poverty, lack 
of culture, illiteracy, lack of social assistance, and corruption and venality in 
the state bureaucracy; the very shadows of the capitalist system, those universal 
shadows of the system of ignominy, oppression, exploitation and degradation, covered 
the hopes of the Cuban people like a fatal cloak. 


The productive forces were imprisoned by the patterns of one narrow recipient, as 
uncomfortable as a new shoe and outworn in its historical vitality. 


Capitalism had given as much of itself as it could give as a system. We were also 
victims of a transfer of culture, and of the latent danger of losing each day a 
little of our national identity, our cultural heritage, our language, our traditions, 
our arts, our crafts, our roots: in short, our past. We were running the risk of 
having the matchless legacy of our history of struggle, conveyed from generation 

to generation in an uninterrupted sequence since the pealing of the "La Demajagua” 
liberty bells, lose the truly anti-imperialist, independent, revolutionary essence 
which had inspired it and exalted it to glory. The degree of distortion and decep- 
tion was so great that, with the machinery of the bourgeois government's education 
and propaganda, it was presenting a spurious history of our people. 


The very creative process was adulterated by the moral standards of a society 
decayed by vice and discrimination, custodian of the disputed freedom for human 
rights in the bourgeois state, similar to the freedom that a prisoner might have 
to sing in prison. 


Many of you experienced that past marked by contempt for calloused hands, for the 
people at the lathe and the plow; contempt for the laborer, the peasant, the black 
and the working woman. What could a cane cutter have meant to that society? What 
value could the virtue of a humble laborer, a professional teacher, or a poor 

youth with a desire to improve himself have had on that ridiculous scale of measure- 
ments? 














There Is Nothing More Valuable than the Hands Which Create Material Goods 


Only the revolution upset that social order, and put things in their place; because 
there is nothing more valuable than the hands which produce bread for the people 
each day. 


There is nothing more valuable to the revolution than the hands which create the 
material goods used to meet the growing needs of the society, and which, at a 
summons from the fatherland, exchange tools and books for rifles, to defend the 
people's conquests. 


This is why, in this feat by our people to build the material and technical base 
for socialism, the role played by the innovators and efficiency experts is so very 
important. 


You are directly linked with production, defense, education, scientific research 
and services; you experience every day the vicissitudes of the forger, the creator 
and the discoverer. You know the objective difficulties facing the country, and 
the efforts entailed in developing the economy and attaining the goals set forth 
by our party's leadership and our commander in chief. 


The Innovators Have Increasingly Won Our People's Admiration and Respect 


You constitute a major bulwark in the assimilation of the advances made by the 
scientific and technical revolution, and their concrete implementation under the 
conditions of our types of technology and our levels of development; and, what is 
more important, you constitute a spearhead in the operational solution to the 
daily problems confronting our production. 


Hence, that assimilation and application of science and technology have developed 
with a creative spirit, and not in a mechanical or apathetic manner. 


You have made many contributions to industry's various branches, as in the case of 
the refineries and other areas of basic industry, transportation, construction, the 
metallurgical centers, the food industry, the textile industry, and other branches 
of light industry, as well as the fishing industry, in communications and in the 
area of services, because you have also made your presence felt in the health field. 
Particularly noteworthy is the meritorious work that you have accomplished in the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces, helping to fulfill our party's slogan for giving prior- 
ity to production and defense. It may be said that there has been no productive, 
educational or service activity which has not felt the effects of the work, interest 
and dedication of our innovators, who have increasingly won all our people's admira- 
tion and respect. 


This is why it is so necessary that there be an exchange of views among you, an 
exchange of information and an exchange of ideas that will enable you to deal with 
a problem from different angles, and considering different criteria. 


In this respect, we note how the association is forming groups of innovators from 


different trades and specialties to deal with a technological or organizational 
problem in the various areas. These are not branch groups, whose members belong 
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to one agency or another; but rather groups made up on the basis of their respec- 
tive abilities. 


We must cultivate this style, expand it and organize it in all the provinces, as one 
of the most immediate tasks for the future. We think that it will help to continue 
coping with problems which have seemed impossible to solve thus far. 


in today's world, the image of the solitary genius struggling to fathom the sciences 
and rise to glory has become increasingly far removed in time. 


The interrelationship among the sciences themselves, their link with the concrete 
problems of the economy and the society, and the interaction among the trades and 
specialties have created the need for the group, for the exchange of disciplines 
and of scientific knowledge; for an exchange of information and experience, and 

for a multidisciplinary approach. As the special fields multiply and we head 
toward a reevaluation and dignification of the trades in particular, this work done 
in common, in collective fashion, is nevertheless a necessity. 


Comrades: 


When an organization, whatever its features and nature may be, convokes and holds 
a congress such as this, it is as if it had reached its adulthood, formalizing its 
anstitutional and program significance in the eyes of.the society. 


The discussions at the congress regarding the most important aspects connected 
with the association's work have been substantial and varied. 


Yesterday, we observed the responsibility, seriousness and, if you will, passion, 
with which you participated in the plenary session. 


There were some really sensitive remarks, such as those made by that "young veteran", 
Comrade Carlos Alba, when he stated, with every reason, that the essential resource 
is the individual, and that therefore it is necessary to prepare and train him 

more. Another address, to mention only the most outstanding, was that of Comrade 
Rene Blanco Roque, from Sancti Spiritus, who is among those whom the just laws of 
our labor legislation could retire, but who are dedicated, body and soul, to 
continuing their creative, exemplary endeavor. 


Savings and Recovery of Material, Equipment, Parts and Components 


One of the topics which prompted the most speeches and debates was that of savings, 
especially the need for engaging in the recovery of equipment, components and spare 
parts. 


Also cited was the need for the state to implement measures to prevent sending to 
the trash cans or dumps materials, equipment and items which could still be used 
in other sectors of the economy and services. 


One comrade, quite rightfully, noted that there had been bureaucratic attitudes in 
connection with these problems, because there are some who do not allow basic 
resources that are idle to be used by other agencies or enterprises, and they go 
to the dump, with a regrettable effect on our economy. 
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Another comrade suggested the founding of some publications which would make it 
possible to publicize the solutions arrived at in various parts of the country, so 
that they may be used in the centers with similar problems. I think that, concur- 
rently, we could also learn about and publicize the technological problems that 

have not yet been solved, encouraging many brains in many places to think about 
these problems; and there may even be solutions to some of them already. We should 
take advantage of this congress to ask the ministries to study this request, and 
possibly contribute to the attainment of this goal with their technological journals 
and other publications. At present, the contribution in this respect is slight, and 


we are not making logical use of the potential offered us by the resources of our 
socialist state. 


We have been informed that there is an idea of a periodic publication that the 
association will send to its members. This proposal would also aid in the effort 
to achieve appropriate publicity. 


Also of importance is the role that must be played by the mass media, especially 
that of the press which, although it is only fair to acknowledge that it has under- 
gone a constructive change recently, we still consider insufficient and possible 

to improve far more. 


Other topics debated were the protection of workers; emulation; the participation 
of women, seeking means for their improved incorporation; the thematic plans; the 
exhibitions of spare parts in the enterprises and territories; the ANIR backing for 
the spare parts committees set up in the provinces; the creation of groups and 
subgroups in factories and branches of the economy to foster savings; and others. 


Although all these topics are of special importance, for reasons of time I would 
like to dwell on those which must be given priority in our action. 


Savings is an essential aspect in the life of our country, and must become a constant 
concern. The effort of the innovator or efficiency expert must be directed toward 
concrete tasks that will make it possible to save electric power, fuel and lubri- 
cants; for example, to keep up the battle to reduce oil consumption in our sugar 
milis:; to reduce the rate of specific consumption in the thermoelectric powerplants; 
to cut the consumption of fuel and electric power per metric ton of crude or 

refined oil in our oil refineries; to obtain optimum benefit from the expenditure 

of work time with the use of more advanced techniques or better organization of the 
production processes. 


In the other industries and production or service centers, much still remains to be 
done in the realm of savings. 


As for the production and recovery of spare parts, the innovators must be encouraged 
to set concrete, measurable goals for the recovery of already used spare parts, and 


the development of new techniques for their production or recovery. 


For this purpose, the attention given by the different agencies and enterprises to 
the production of appropriate forms, dies, fixtures and tools is essential. 
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Insofar as the thematic plans are concerned, they must include the specific problems 
of a branch of industry, from the shops and departments to the ministry and the 
enterprises. 


The meetings for exchanges of views on the branch level and the thematic competitions 
can be sources affording a critical revicw of these plans and their enhancement 

along the way. In addition to being a guide for the work, once they have been 
structured and formed, they must be publicized and become driving forces for the 
mobilization of the masses. 


Special Heed to the Creation of a Technological Cultivation Among the Workers 


We must foster practical creativity based on the resources existing in each location, 
which will help to improve the conditions in the work centers and make it possible 
to increase the worker's protection. 


Comrades, it is important for you, by your effort and example, to pay special heed 
to the creation of a technical cultivation, a technological cultivation among the 
workers at the center. This goal must be attained in a fraternal atmosphere of 
persuasion, at times calling attention to the prevention of waste, or misuse or 
improper use of equipment out of ignorance. This effort must be made with the 
unassuming quality that typifies you. 


Relations must also be developed by the association with the Youth Technical Brigades, 
giving an incentive for exchanges of views between the innovators and the forgers 
because the latter constitute the organization's vigorous replacements. There must 
be stimulated among them a love for creative activity. 


In commenting on the spirit of the youth of “our America", Marti said: "The youth 
of America roll up their shirtsleeves, sink their hands in the dough, and raise it 
with the yeast of their sweat. They realize that there is too much imitation, and 
that salvation lies in creating. Creating is the password for this generation." 


Our youth must intensify the force and timeliness of Marti's motto; which was, more- 
over, a source filled with virtues that nurtured the revolutionary thinking of the 
centennial generation. 


Another major aspect is the role of the unions in supporting and attending to the 
productive activity of ANIR. Each union has its responsibilities to the associa- 
tion on the various levels. The progress of the thematic plans, the tasks of 
savings, the publicity, and the fulfillment of other goals are contingent on the 
efficiency of this relationship. 


The union, in turn, has in the association the vehicle for promoting the masses’ 
action to solve concrete problems of production and services. 


This attention is particularly significant owing to the fact that the association 
operates with non-professional cadres; in other words, with workers who, in addition 
to being innovators, efficiency experts or outstanding technicians, devote part of 
their limited free time to these activities. 





This fact makes them deserving of the deeply felt respect of our workers, and the 
recognition of our union organization and our party. 


With regard to the incorporation of women into ANIR, we must stress constantly, and 
we are all aware of what this means to the work and the very life of the association. 
It is fitting to point out that, this year, the First National Meeting of Women 
Innovators took place, in which 100 delegates from all over the country participated, 
and that at the present time there are nearly 3,000 female comrades in the associa- 
tion. But we must not tarry in the desire to multiply that figure, that presence, 
which enhances the vitality of the organization; because who can exalt the very 

soul of creation as women can? 


Paying Each in Accordance With His Contribution to Society: Importance of Moral 
Incentive 


You received a draft of a decree law which will make stipulations regarding the 
material incentives and the financing of the association based on the economic 
results of its innovations, as well as formalizing and systematizing the moral 
incentives. In a society based upon commercial-monetary relations, it is essential 
to apply to increasingly broader sectors of the nation's economic life the principle 
of paying each in accordance with his contribution to society. 


This payment will never dim the importance of the sense of duty, the satisfaction 
of keeping the commitment to the fatherland and the revolution: in short, the 
importance of the moral incentive. 


The congress has laid new foundations for attaining loftier goals. That small 
organization of the mid-1960's now has over 40,000 members, grouped in more than 
4,000 rank and file organizations. The contribution of the innovators and efficiency 
experts to the national economy during the 5-year period 1976-80, and throughout 
1981, has been quite outstanding from the standpoint of value. But something very 
important, which cannot be valued in economic terms, is the moral, political and 
real significance to our workers and our people of the fact that they realize that 
the Mambi spirit, which made it possible to confront the colonial troops in the 
last century, prevails among our working class. That spirit, which guaranteed 
production during the early years of the revolution, is the same spirit which 
prevails today among our workers; and it is the spirit which must always prevail 
among all of us, to cope with the economic reality of our country and the imperial- 
ist challenge. 


How correct Engels was when he said: "The fact that the society feels a technical 
need encourages science more than 10 universities." 


In their infinite blindness, the imperialists will never be able to gage how much 
they have encouraged our creative capacity with their vandalistic policy of aggres- 
sion and blockade. 


The congress has ended a major phase in the life of the organization, and at the 
same time constitutes a new starting point. 





There Must Be Continued Strengthening of the Association's Internal Existence 


The very undertaking of discussions concerning the planks, resolutions and main 
documents of the congress has strengthened the association's organic nature. 


It is important that this spirit be preserved and intensified, because the very 
vitality of the organization is contingent on it. 


There must be continued strengthening of the association's internal existence, 
proper planning of the meetings and debates of its organs, implementation of the 
principles of collective leadership and improvement in the methods for linkage 
and coordination with other factors in the nation's economic and social life. 


The trilogy of association-union-administration must constitute a genuine dialectic- 
al unity, so that they will deal with problems in joint action, and wherein the 
thematic plans will play a decisive role. 


From 1 to 3 February 1982, we shall hold the First National Forum on Recovery and 
Manufacture of Spare Parts, which will take place in the Convention Palace. 


That forum will be the summary of all the work done during this first phase by all 
the elements associated in one way or another with the spare parts industry, includ- 
ing 14 ministries and six central agencies, as well as the CTC and the pertinent 
uniotis, ANIR and the Youth Technical Brigades. 


Concurrently, and as part of the forum activities, at the beginning of the year, in 
the Cuba Pavilion, a spare parts exhibition will open, which will show not only 
what we are producing and recovering, but also what we are not doing yet. 


Comrades: 


Our party's Second Congress, in its resolution on science and technology, expressed 
appreciation for the increased activity maintained by the National Association of 
Innovators and Efficiency Experts, and the progress made by the Youth Technical 
Brigades; and recommended that the agencies of the Central State Administration 
lend these organizations the support necessary for their tasks, owing to the major 
role that they play in the solution to socioeconomic problems. 


This Movement Is Also Associated with the Political View of the Working Class 


We are of the opinion that the results of this First Congress of the Association of 
Innovators and Efficiency Experts are a logical response from this important move- 
ment to the official recognition from our party. Because something thi" we must 
say is that this is not a movement involved in an association with pure technology 
or pure science; but is, rather, associated with the political view of the working 
class and with its concrete historical aspiration to build socialism in our country. 
Hence, a spare part, a die, a fixture and an innovation which saves foreign exchange, 
replaces imports, raises productivity, cuts costs, improves quality or increases 
economic efficiency, are also political acts, and actions that are part of the 
heroic campaign diary of our people in their irrevocable path toward socialism 

and communisn. 
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At this tirst congress, we have had in attendance Comrade Sofonov, chairman of the 
Association of Inventors and Efficiency Experts of the Soviet Union. This is a 
reflection of the bonds that exist between our respective associations, and another 
example of the indissoluble friendship which will always unite the destinies of our 
peoples. 


We are on the eve of another anniversary of the victory of the revolution and, for 
the first time in the Western Hemisphere, the convening in Cuba of a congress of 
the World Federation of Trade Unions. 


Our small, universal, Caribbean island will serve as a setting and a sounding board 
for the voices of delegates representing hundreds of millions of men and women in 
all corners of the globe to reverberate in a hymn of peace and respect for the 
inalienable rights of peoples. 


The father of our country said: "Science and liberty are master keys which have 
opened the coors allowing for the entry of an avalanche of people in love with the 
world of the future. It might be said that, when so many crowns from the heads of 
kings reached the earth, the people took them in their hands and attached their 
fragments to their temples." 


At dawn on New Year's Day 1959, the revolution's master key finally opened the 

doors of history to allow for the entry of an avalanche of our people in love with 
the world of the future. To paraphrase Marti, we might say that, when so many crowns 
from the heads of rogues, executioners, high officials and exploiters reached the 
earth, the true sons of the people took them "and attached their fragments to their 
temples." : 


Never again will the people's brows bend before the whip that tore their entrails. 
We have been freed forever from the pain of hunger and exploitation. 
The "dead time" with its aftermath of poverty will never again return. 


The sun will never again be concealed in our fatherland, leaving its children in 
anguish, hunger and exploitation. 


Comrades: 


I do not want to conclude these remarks without most heartily congratulating, in 

the name of our party's leadership, those who have been elected members of the 
National Committee of the National Association of Innovators and Efficiency Experts, 
particularly Comrade Antonio Leon del Monte, who was elected chairman of the associ- 
ation. I also wish to congratulate the organizers of this congress on their noble 
efforts and fruitful results. 


A few days before the 23d anniversary of that bright New Year's Day 1959, let us 
pledge to be faithful to the honor of our working class, faithful to the ideals of 
the first socialist revolution in America, and faithful to the ever present example 
of our commander in chief. 
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Let us keep the Marti pledge that, before we give up the effort to see our father- 
land forever free, the southern sea will join the northern sea, and a serpent will 
be born from an eagle's egg. 


Long live the First Congress of the National Association of Innovators and Efficien- 
cy Experts! 


Long live the Communist Party of Cuba! 
Long live the socialist revolution! 
Long live our commander in chief! 
Fatherland or death! 


We shall conquer! 


2909 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


VILMA ESPIN DISCUSSES 'MUJERES' AS IDEOLOGICAL MEDIUM 
Havana MUJERES in Spanish Nov 81 pp 6-7 


[Interview with Vilma Espin Guillois, alternate member of the Political Bureau of 
the Central Committee of the party and president of the FMC, on the 20th anniversary 
of MUJERES; date and place not specified] 


[Text] [Question] 1. How does the FMC [Federation of Cuban Women] evaluate the role 
of the magazine MUJERES during these past 20 years? 


[Answer] We feel that our magazine has played an important role during these past 
20 years of work to offer the Cuban women a publication that increases their ideo- 
logical and cultural level. 


It has also been a valuable medium to inform our people about the role that women 
play on all fronts of the revolution. 


We are very pleased that MUJERES is celebrating its 20th anniversary with a magnifi- 
cent workers' collective that continually improves its quality. 


On this occasion, we want to extend warmest congratulations to its editor, its edi- 
torial board and all the journalists and workers who produce our magazine each 
month. At the same time, we exhort them to continue working so that the necessary 
information on topics of interest always reaches the women and MUJERES is always 
pertinent to its readers. 


Two decades have passed since MUJERES began a new stage in Cuban women's press. Un- 
til then, VANIDADES--faithful to imperialist interests--contributed to the formation 
of the type of woman that suited capitalist society. 


It is important to recall how that publication made the housewife the female ideal. 
"To please" her husband or boyfriend was the basic objective, not incorporation to 
socially useful work. This ideal woman was urged, through many pages of advertise- 
ments, to consume all the products of U.S. multinationals. 


It showed the woman surrounded by every type of luxury and comfort which were cer- 
tainly not within the reach of the great majority of our population. 


This magazine did not reflect the urgent problems of the daughter of the peasant, 
the wife of the worker, the exploited female workers of the Cuba of yesterday or 
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the enormous legion of unemployed families. It had a deceptive message and created 
false illusions of achieving such a life through a "marriage of convenience" or 
"good luck." 


It diverted the woman's attention toward matters that impeded her political and 
ideological development, trying to isolate her from her basic interests. 


Through obviously unimportant topics, it transmitted the tastes, habits and stan- 
dards of the U.S. society which it idealized. Never in the pages of this publica- 
tion was the cruel reality that our people lived reflected: robbery, crime, ex- 
ploitation, abuse and the violation of rights by the different governments. It did 
not speak out against the lack of employment and educational opportunities for women 
or against the discrimination that she suffered in all areas. 


Each month its dose of ideological poison, designed to confuse and lull consciences, 
repeated the guidelines dictated by the Yankee monopolies to disorient, spread out- 
rageous lies about the realities of the world, cover up or ignore what was really 
happening as a result:of imperialist domination and exploitation. Naturally, there 
was no room on its pages for anything that urged the women to rebel to change the 
existing situation or anything on the participation of women in political, social 
and economic life or in the fight for liberation and complete sovereignty of the 
people, for the independence of the country and for a better world. 


Unfortunately, the same thing still occurs today in most of the world because the 
tentacles of the mass media cling to the people to carry out their task. Women, of 
course, are a priority target of their propaganda. 


We recall today how the first issue of MUJERES coincided with the development of the 
literacy campaign in our country. The greatest number of illiterates were in the 
female sector so support for the campaign had to be the first task of our publica- 
tion. When this historic task was completed, our effort went toward arousing in the 
Cuban woman the desire to advance culturally. 


Our magazine MUJERES, at the service of the revolution, has been an effective in- 
strument for the daily work of our organization. 


Through its pages we have provided the members of the FMC with ideological materi- 
als, advice to parents for the education of their children, health discussions and 
many other topics that have been studied and discussed in our assemblies. 


With legitimate pride, the magazine has spread the image of the Cuban woman under 
socialism, builder of a new society, through concrete examples of many outstanding 
comrades working in different sectors. It demonstrates the extraordinary contribu- 
tion of women to the revolution, their enthusiasm, the responsibility with which 
they.do their tasks, their deep awareness, their love for our process and their 
loyalty to principles. 


With cooking recipes, advice for the home and advice on clothes, it has always tried 
to respond to the needs of the woman based on the objective conditions of our 
country. 


The magazine has constantly denounced the realities of the capitalist system, the 
tragic lives of oppressed and exploited women and their fight against imperialism, 
colonialism, neocolonialism, apartheid, racism and Zionisn. 


The members of the FMC always await MUJERES with great interest. That should be a 
stimulus and a commitment for all its workers. 


The circulation is still small but we know that the magazine passes from hand to 
hand and is read by wamen throughout the country. 


Without any doubt, MUJERES is a valuable vehicle for the FMC and an important publi- 
cation at the service of our socialist revolution. 


[Question] 2. What will be the direction of the magazine's future work? 


[Answer] Our magazine has important educational, organizational, mobilizational and 
recreational missions. 


One priority is to continue improving its content through more entertaining and in- 
depth articles. There must also be work to make it more attractive. 


A basic objective of MUJERES is to continue increasing the ideological and cultural 
level of women. 


We feel that the agreements and resolutions of the Second Party Congress and the 
Third FMC Congress are concrete guidelines for the future work of the magazine, em- 
phasizing basically the aspects of interest for the woman and the family. 


The link between the magazine and its readers must be improved using different 
methods. Also critical evaluation of each issue by part of the workers' collective 
must become a basic instrument to improve the work of all who participate in its 
publication. 


We know the dedication and the love that the members of the collective put into 
their daily work and their desire to improve. We know that they will continue 
studying solutions for every problem, contributing their initiatives in order to 
achieve a higher technical level in order to be even better soldiers on this very 
important front. 


We are sure that they will continue trying to make MUJERES a better magazine. 


1717 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


WORLD SUGAR MARKET, PRICES, SUBSIDIES DISCUSSED 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 31 Dec 81 pp 10-11 
[Article by Luis Lopez] 


[Text] With a metric ton of raw sugar, our country could buy 0.49 tons of red beans, 
0.28 tons of butchered beef or 7.55 tons of ammonium sulfate in 1976. Now that 

same amount of sugar would only buy 0.39 tons of beans, 0.11 tons of beef or 2.62 
tons of sulfate. 


This simplified comparison shows the great problem of the underdeveloped countries 
and the cause for the suffering of millions of starving people: the capitalist eco- 
nomic crisis, the price escalation, the decreased value of raw materials, the ran- 
pant increase in oil prices, the low supply on the market and the incessant increase 
in demand. 


Let us look at only a few examples. Wheat, one of the most important grains in 
world food consumption, increased considerably in price, especially in 1980 and 
1981. World reserves of this product have decreased due to adverse climate in the 
main producing countries. . The price increased fren $158.91 per metric ton in 1976 
to $230.26 now, a 45-percent increase. 





The price of frozen chicken increased 26 percent compared to 1976. This meat in- 
creases annually at the rate of 5 percent due, among other factors, to price in= — 
creases in feed and the fact that it is an alternative product for the increasingly 
expensive beef on the world market. Its price went from $1,108 per metric ton to 
$1,405. 


Lastly, powdered non-fat milk, one of the vital proteins for human nutrition, 
greatly increased in price due to the application of the Common Agricultural Policy 
by the EEC. 


This arbitrary policy affects the domestic and international market as well as ex- 
ports through distorted prices that try to answer the problems that capitalist in- 
tegration in Europe faces in this sphere. The average annual rate of price in- 
crease for this milk is about 22 percent. In 1976 a metric ton cost $387.67 while, 
at this time, it costs $1,065.60, an increase of 175 percent. 
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Policy Mechanism 


In a country with a market economy where the government does not intervene in price 
control, the worker must pay two or three times more for the merchandise that he 
needs to satisfy his needs--or at least part of them--than he did a few years ago. 
This means that the purchasing power decreases considerably and the distribution of 
assets favors the economically stronger social strata. 


However, the socialist state controls these prices. Since the objective of this 
society is not to have profits at the expense of the hunger of many, there are sub- 
Sidies. The objective is to pay the difference between the purchase price (conti- 
nually increasing) and the sales price to the people (lower than the production and 
distribution costs). In this way, the purchasing price will never correspond to 
the substantial price increases on the international market. 


In our country, the subsidies are applied to the degree that the policy of maintain- 
ing stable retail prices for products of prime necessity is applied. This is true 
even when the prices of imports increase. For that reason, these prices have re- 
mained the same since 1965. 


To get an idea of the effort the country has made to maintain those prices for 16 
years with an open economy and the imperialist blockade, it suffices to state that 
subsidies totaled 283.4 million pesos in 1976 while they reached 349.9 million pesos 
in 1981. In other words, in 6 years they increased some 66.5 million pesos. During 
that period, $1,887,000,000 pesos (more than the 1980 education budget) were 
invested. 


Many of the services that the people receive have been free practically since the 
triumph of the revolution. This list includes education and health where a broad 
program capable of solving the sad situation of both and also satisfying the demands 
of a people who had to face a population explosion in the 1960's has been carried 
out. ' 


In 1958, 3 pesos 30 centavos per person were allocated to health; in 1980 this 
reached 45 pesos. At the triumph of the revolution, education expenses totaled 
74 million pesos; at the end of the past 5-year period, they were 15 times greater. 


All these expenses--including physical education, sports and other nonproduction 
activities--are financed by the state through the contribution of the production 
sector to the budget: the manufacturing centers in production, their increased ca- 
pacity, investments carried out, increased productivity and reduced costs--in other 
words, through economic efficiency. 


That is not enough, however. It has become necessary to find financial mechanisms 
that permit additional contributions and revenue in order to face those expendi- 
tures and maintain stability in domestic monetary circulation based on a positive 
relationship between the number of products offered, demand and the purchasing 
power of the people. 


It should be pointed out that the General Wage Reform being implemented these past 
2 years benefits almost 2.5 million workers who have been paid some 440 million 
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pesos in 1981. The people have also benefited from bonuses, reward funds, the new 
Social Security Law and liquidation of vacation refunds, all of which sharply in- 
creases monetary circulation. 


The results of the application of these measures cannot be assimilated merely by 
increasing the supply of consumer goods and services. Therefore, there must be 
complementary economic measures. 


Before applying the retail price reform, the country subsidized a large number of 
products in spite of the fact that others were offered on the open market at a 
higher price than their costs which slightly compensated for the group of products 
with stable prices. 


This measure which only affected some 1,510 categories out of a total of 154,000 
makes it possible for the sales prices to become closer to production and distribu- 
tion costs. This decreases subsidies by about 182.2 million pesos in 1982 compared 
to the year before. Only the products of prime necessity remain subsidized. 


In the future, subsidies will be phased out, not merely through increased prices of 
products but through the creative work of all the people in savings of raw materi- 
als, reduction of production costs and increased economic efficiency. 

What can we buy with a ton of raw sugar now? 


The table below shows the increased prices of products on the international market 
and the purchasing possibilities with a ton of sugar. 

















Product Price in US $ Purchasing Power with 
a Metric Ton of Sear 
1976 1981 197 Now 
Pork lard 396.78 838.60 0.65 0.31 
Industrial fat 349.68 459.56 0.74 0.57 
Butchered beef 918.75 2,447.13 0.28 0.11 
Cheese 1,508.33 2,613.15 0.17 0.10 
Unsalted butter 1,177.73 2,450.00 0.22 0.11 
Urea 46% 102.60 205.00 2.51 1.28 
Ammonium sulfate 34.04 100.00 7.55 2.62 
Triple superphosphate 95.55 205.00 2.69 1.28 


Note: Transportation expenses from the selling country to the buyer, domestic 
transportation, storage and distribution to the retail network--in the case of food 
products--must be added to these prices. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


ACTIVITIES AT T-55 TANK REPAIR FACILITY NOTED 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 31 Dec 81 pp 12-13 
[Article by H. Jerez Marino] 


[Text] What would you think if you saw a man on a T-55 making turns inside the tank 
testing garage at 12 an? If we did not ask, if we did not investigate, we would 
think that the man was out of his mind. 3 


Nevertheless, this is the last phase to verify the quality of the repairs to that 
tank. Days before, it had come in the wide door of the Emilio Barcenas Pier EMI 
[Military Industrial Enterprise]. Things like this have occurred in this place in 
1981; its collective overfulfilled the production plan for capital repairs to mili- 
tary tanks. 


It is an enterprise that has a great responsibility toward the FAR. The overful- 
fillment is due, first of all, to the human material there--a collective capable of 
working up to 12 hours a day with 106-percent productivity doing very complex work 
with optimum quality. 


Everything we just said in two paragraphs is easy to put on the typewriter but con- 
verting it into tanks ready for combat makes them words of greater weight. 


Here the bulky armored vehicles come for repairs after long periods of serving for 
troop instruction and exercises and maneuvers. 


They are completely dismantled in an especially adapted area; every screw is removed. 
Each part goes to the corresponding laboratory. 


When the tank leaves through the other wide door, it hardly differs from the one 
which arrived in our country from the distant and fraternal Soviet Union years ago. 


Taking a tour through this industrial city and seeing and talking to the partici- 
pants in this responsibility--the workers who include four FAR vanguards--lead to 
a better understanding of the healthy pride that they feel concerning the admirable 
results of their work. 


Maj Carlos Bravo, director of the enterprise, Lt Col Jose Cuellar, the alternate 
for political work, the party secretary and other members of the leadership agree 
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on four essential points that have contributed to victory this year: a) the num 
ber of hours worked; b) coordination with other enterprises of the national eco- 
nomy; c) increased manufacture of parts; and d) increased work productivity per 
man/hour. 


By August 1981, the enterprise had equaled the 1980 production. At that time, the 
collective made a new commitment to salute the 2th anniversary of the landing of 
Granma and the FAR. Barely 5 months later, the commitment was fulfilled; it was 
36 percent more than nominal capacity. This cannot be achieved without veteran 
workers, determined, ready for combat in times of war and anonymous sacrifice in 
times of peace. 


The director of the enterprise said: "The workers now feel that fulfilling the 
plan must be a normal, common, routine job. The extraordinary thing would be to 
overfulfill it and do it with quality. To achieve this, the personnel have been 
reevaluated and measures of every type have been taken. It is necessary to look 
to the people for the achievement....An inspired man is capable of anything; he is 
capable of fulfilling the most difficult task with a smile on his lips." 


He added: “Emulation has played an important role in all this work." 


The enterprise had a commitment to produce 5,286,900 pesos, an ambitious plan that 
was fulfilled 12 days early. The work was done at a regular pace, month after month. 
The 1980 plan was 2,261,600 pesos. In addition to tanks, engines, transuissions and 
accessories for other types of armored vehicles are repaired here. 


They are already working for 1982 and plan to achieve greater success. 


This year all the workers of the enterprise will receive a cash reward for the re- 
Sults of their work. 


This reward is called the "13th wage." 


The center has about 60 efficiency experts who have made more than 100 proposals; 
their innovations saved considerable resources for the national economy. Last vear 
four of these innovators took their work to the national level and received awards 
for their contributions. 


One of the most active efficiency experts who has made a good contribution to the 
achievements of the enterprise is an industrial chemist, Andres Diaz Ballester. He 
is a small, pleasant older man. His initiatives are responsible for the creation 
of a chemical product to replace sodium fluosilicate, technical equipment to pro- 
duce plates for photoengraving and the manufacture of a file sharpener. 


The vanguard technician in the enterprise, Felix Perez Valdivia, is an expert in 

all parts of tanks and belongs to the technical control committee. This department 
also includes basic vanguard Rodolfo Veitia who is a specialist in disassembly, ac- 
cording to Capt Juan Ruiz, section chief. This shop was the best in the enterprise. 


Another contribution the enterprise received this year was a large number of young 
graduates from the industrial technical schools. These new workers are seen 
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everywhere with torches in their hands or standing in front of a lathe or a mill- 
ing machine drilling a brightly colored part. 


The Cuban woman has also contributed her "grain of sand" to the achievements of the 
enterprise. About 200 women work in different departments; some of them hold teche 
nical positions and all are developing skills. 


Because of fulfillment of the year's plan, the chief of the FAR Tank and Transporta- 
tion Directorate sent congratulations to the collective of the Emilio Barcenas Pier 
EMI stating: 


"Our directorate was happy to receive the news of the fulfillment of the 1981 plan. 
In the name of the leadership, party organizations, the UJC [Union of Young Commu- 
nists], officers and civilian workers of the Tank and Transportation Directorate, 
we want to send the collective our congratulations for fulfillment of the plan as 
well as for the quality of the repairs.... 


"Your success greatly pleases us since it means the increased combat readiness of our 
FAR." 


1717 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


BRIEFS 


MEETING WITH BRAZILIAN DELEGATION--Jesus Montane, alternate member of the Politburo 
and member of the secretariat, and Roberto Veiga, alternate member of the Politburo 
and secretary general of the CTC [Central Organization of Cuban Workers] presided 
over a meeting today with the Brazilian delegation that participated in the 10th 
WFTU Congress held in Havana. At the CTC headquarters the representatives of the 
fraternal country were received warmly by the collective that works in the organi- 
zation. After they held friendly talks with the Cuban officials, they were shown 
slides of the activities of the labor movement in our country and the commemoration 
celebrations of 1 May. [Text] [FL240200 Havana Domestic Television Service in 
Spanish 0100 GMT 23 Feb 82 FL] 


HUNGARIAN HEALTH MINISTER'S VISIT--Emil Schultheisz, Public Health Minister of the 
Hungéerian People's Republic, arrived in Cuba today. He was welcomed by Sergio del 
Valle, member of the party Politburo and minister of public health, at the Jose 
Marti Airport. Schultheisz, who is heading a health ministry delegation, is 
paying a visit to exchange experiences. His visit will last until 28 February 
when a cooperation protocol between the two countries will be signed. [Text] 
{Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 0100 GMT 24 Feb 82 FL] 


PSP DELEGATION VISITS MINREX--The Puerto Rican Socialist Party [PSP] delegation 
headed by its Secretary General Juan Mari Bras had a working session at the Cuban 
Foreign Ministry with First Vice Minister Jose R. Viera. During the meeting they 
discussed matters regarding mutual cooperation in the nonaligned countries move- 
ment. [Text] [FL241435 Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 1232 GMT 
24 Feb 82] 


STATISTICS DELEGATION IN BUCHAREST--A delegation from the Cuban State Committee 
for Statistics headed by its First Vice President Francisco Almagro is visiting 
Bucharest. During its stay in the Romanian capital the Cuban delegation will 
exchange information regarding control of economic plans with officials of that 
country. [Text] [FL241550 Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 1500 GMT 
24 Feb 82] 


NEW AUSTRIAN ENVOY--Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, Vice President of the Council of 
State, received today His Excellency Dr Elmar Gamper, who presented his credentials 
as ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the Republic of Austria. Cuban 
Foreign Minister Isidoro Malmierca was also present. [FL251240 Havana 

Domestic Television Service in Spanish 0100 GMT 25 Feb 82 FL] 
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ANAP SIXTH PLENUM--The Sixth Plenum of the National Association of Small Farmers 
[ANAP] national directorate was held this morning. Jose Ramirez Cruz, alternate 
member of the party Politburo and President of ANAP, presided over the meeting. 

The plenum's main report stressed the progress and difficulties in the work of the 
peasants during the past year, the progress of the present sugar harvest, the 
cooperative movement, the preparations for the Sixth ANAP Congress, as well as the 
production plan for the present period. The meeting also analyzed the successes in 
the production of vegetables and citric fruits, as well as in tobacco production 
and other important products. The ANAP members also discussed organizational mat- 
ters, such as the movement of peasant progress and the battle for a ninth grade 
education. In the plenum the organization proposed to reach the third part of the 
peasant areas which have been formed into cooperatives for the present year with 

the incorporation of more than 1,400 caballerias to this superior form of produc- 
tion. The meeting was also attended by Pedro Roche, member of the Central Commit..ee 
and Vice President of ANAP, and the alternate members Orlando Fundora and Juan Jose 
Leon. [Text] [Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 0100 GMT 25 Feb 82 FL] 


FISHING INDUSTRY PRODUCTION--The TRABAJADORES newspaper reports today that by the 
first 10 days of February, fishing industry workers had accumulated 21 tons of sea 
products to equal the entire 1958 production figure. This achievement in little 
more than 40 days, reflects the efforts of the seagoing workers and demonstrates 
the continuing improvement of a magnificent fishing fleet, dedicated to production 
from the riches of the sea. [FL191410 Havana Domestic Television Service in 
Spanish 1205 GMT 19 Feb 82 FL] 


BRITISH BUILT MERCHANT SHIP--A new British-built merchant ship has joined the 
Mambisa Shipping Enterprise fleet. The "Bartolome Maso" increases the fleet's 
shipping capacity to 830,000 tons dead weight. [Text] [Havana Domestic Television 
Service in Spanish 1311 GMT 19 Feb 82 FL] 


CONGOLESE TU DELEGATES--The Congolese delegation that took part in the recently 
concluded WFTU Congress in Havana has visited the 5 February Rural School for 
Congolese Students in the Isle of Youth. The delegation, headed by (Bokamba 
Yangouma), member of the Congolese Labor Party Politburo, also visited the old 
model prison and the Second Congress China Factory. [Havana Domestic Service in 
Spanish 1247 GMT 19 Feb 82 FL] 


MANZANILLO AIRPORT COMPLETED--The modern Sierra Maestra Airport in Manzanillo, 
slated to become one of the best in the country, is practically ready for 
inauguration. The new airport, which has a two-story terminal building and five- 
story control tower, is one of the many projects being completed in honor of 

26 July. The runway is 2,400 meters long, making it possible for planes such as 
Tu-154 to land there. [Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 19 Feb 82 FL] 


KAMPUCHEAN TU DELEGATION--The Kampuchean Trade Union delegation which came to Cuba 
to attend the 10th WFTU Congress has paid a courtesy visit to the CTC [Central 
Organization of Cuban Trade Unions], where it had a cordial and friendly meeting 
with Agapito Figueroa, second secretary general of the CTC. (Keo Brontera), 

member of the Kampuchean Trade Union's Central Committee and deputy chief of its 
International Department; (Duan Sabang), permanent member of the Central Committee; 
and (Li Khit), secretary of the Railroad Trade Union, had an exchange of experi- 
ences regarding Trade Union matters. [FL221940 Havana Domestic Television 

Service in Spanish 1229 GMT 22 Feb 82 FL] 
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ETHIOPIAN TU DELEGATION--Jorge Risquet Valdes, member of the Politburo, has 
received (Murluberra Giner), president of the Ethiopian Trade Unions, who heads 
his country's delegation which attended the 10th WFTU Congress. During the 
meeting, which took place in a cordial and friendly atmosphere, they exchanged 
views regarding relations of friendship and cooperation between Ethiopia and Cuba. 
[Text] [Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1500 GMT 22 Feb 82 FL] 


CASTRO MEETS SWEDISH DELEGATION--It was learned today that Commander in Chief Fidel 
Castro, President of the Councils of State and Ministers, last night visited the 
embassy of the Kingdom of Sweden, where he held talks with the delegation of the 
Swedish governmental agency for scientific cooperation with developing countries. 
That delegation is headed by (Camilla Obnof), regional governor and president of 
the previously mentioned institution. During the cordial and friendly talks held 
by Fidel and the delegation, general matters dealing with scientific and technical 
cooperation between Cuba and Sweden were discussed. [Text] [FL251411 Havana 
Domestic Service in Spanish 1145 GMT 25 Feb 82] 


GDR'S WEISS DEPARTS--Gerhard Weiss, deputy chairman of the GDR Council of Ministers, 
ended an official visit to Cuba and returned to his country yesterday. The distin- 
guished guest was seen off at the airport by Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, member of the 
Politburo and vice president of the Councils of State and Ministers, and Marcos 
Lage, minister of the iron and steel machinery industry. During his stay in Cuba, 
Weiss participated in a meeting of the chairmen of the Cuba-GDR Intergovernmental 
Committee of Economic Cooperation. Commander in Chief Fidel Castro and other high- 
ranking officials received the German leader. [Text] [FL271420 Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 27 Feb 82] 
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COUNTRY SECTION ECUADOR 


BANANA EXPORT QUOTAS SEEN BENEFITING SELECT FEW 
Quito EL COMERCIO in Spanish 10 Feb 82 pAl 
[Article by Julio Zary] 


[Summary] Ecuador, a major exporter of bananas, often has a surplus of the fruit. 
Reasons given for this. include overcultivation, a lack of demand attributed to a 
low-quality product--particularly that of sm2il producers, and the remoteness of 
the country from major markets. We expoct 1,200,000 tons a year, but most of our 
production remains in the country as cattle and swine fodder. Ecuadorean con- 
sumers are often deprived of high quality bananas because producers believe that 
the domestic market is not profitable and should be left to small farmers, who 
cannot offer quality. The small farmer is the victim of a vicious cycle--he can- 
not offer quality because he cannot earn the necessary capital by selling, and 
vice versa. The government's domestic sales plans have not been carried out. 

"The same thing happens with banana commerce as happens with coffee and cacao. 
Export quotas are generally controlled by a few individuals who own large 
haciendas and so that only a small margin is left for the other producers." Large 
exporters are usually organized in cooperatives and negotiate directly with buyers. 
A few exporting companies account for most sales, which are to the United States 
and Europe. Chile is also a banana importer, and its markets are open to smaller 
exporters and so some producers want specia) treatment for Chilean products in 
Ecuador. Some farmers went Ecuador to demand reciprocity with nations like Japan 
with which there is a payments deficit. If sales could be maintained throughout 
the year, the business would be more attractive and all producers would prosper. 


Banana production is expensive. To deliver 43 lbs. of bananas to the United 
States costs exporters $6.50, which is often not competitive with other producing 
Nations. It costs even more to deliver bananas to Europe where they must compete 
with African bananas. Production can take as long as 14 months, in which case the 
farmer loses money. Much preparation, including drainage, disease control, and 
covering the shoots is involved. Transportation, cleaning and packaging add to 
costs even before the bananas are shipped. 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


SALVADORAN REPRESENTATIVES AT WFTU INTERVIEWED 
PA201925 Havana International Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 20 Feb 82 


[Pedro Martinez Pirez interview with (Jorge Mendoza) and (Maria Lopez), representa- 
tives of the Salvadoran Labor Unity Committee at the 10th WFIU Congress in Havana; 
date not given--live or recorded] | 


[Text] [Question] (Jorge), we would like to get your impressions on an event which 
has received so much publicity from the U.S. Government: the elections in El 
Salvador. 


[Mendoza] Actually, it is the subject of much propaganda because it is a Yankee 
project. An attempt is being made to impose elections on our people but our coun- 
try is clearly aware that the elections will not solve the crisis. The crisis has 
been generated by the unjust political, economic and social structures that have 
been imposed on us. Our people are aware that this election will not be a solution 
after so many years of trying the electoral road and getting fraud imposed on us by 
the incumbent regimes, most of which have been [word indistinct] military. 


Our people are aware that the elections will not be a solution. We believe that 

the people will not participate in the elections that are supposed to be held 
because this will not solve the crisis. In first place, the elections are being 
supported by imperialism with participation by rightist parties led by well-known 
torturers of our people. These include Maj Roberto d'Aubuisson who leads the 
Nationalist Republican Alliance and Gen Jose Alberto Medrano, founder of the Pseudo- 
Democratic Nationalist Democratic Organization, another paramilitary body as well 
as a number of other individuals whom our people have always identified with the 
interests of the oligarchy. Therefore, elections are not a solution. 


We insist on the need for a political solution through an overall negotiation on 
all causes of the crisis and without prior conditions. As workers, we support the 
proposal for an overall solution which the Revolutionary Democratic Front [FDR] has 
submitted to international bodies. 


[Question] (Maria), what is your opinion of the so-called Central American Demo- 
cratic Community [CDC]? Do you think that it is feasible to create a Central 
Democratic Community at this moment, leaving Nicaragua out and including the 
genocidal Salvadoran regime? 


[Lopez] This issue must be viewed from an imperialist political standpoint. 
Reagan's main goal in America is to leave no room for revolutionary struggles 
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because his economic and political interests would lose ground. This community runs 
counter to the struggles in Nicaragua, El Salvador and Guatemala. It is supposed to 
unite the genocidal armies against these struggles. 


(?He has created) a political stage in which imperialist economic interests are at 
play. In addition, puppet regimes which are useful to imperialism and oppose our 
struggles for liberation will be supported. I feel that the organization will 

struggle against Nicaragua because Nicaragua has not been taken into account. As 
for El Salvador, the regime, the oligarchy, and not the people, participate in it. 


[Question] (Jorge), do the people of Central America aspire to have a really demo- 
cratic community? 


[Mendoza] Yes, but it is the people. You worded your question correctly. The 
peoples seek unity because they have historical ties. We emerged from the wars of 
independence as a federation of Central American states, which was subsequently 
divided by those interests. Our peoples hope to solve all of their problems. That 
is why the crisis in El Salvador falls within the overall framework of the crisis 
in Latin America, which includes all peoples fighting poverty and oppression. 


Our struggle in El Salvador is not solely aimed against the regime. We are strug- 
gling against a system that has been imposed on us for many years. The same 
poverty and exploitation link the Central American peoples and other peoples in 
the area, on the continent. All of our peoples are struggling against a common 
enemy. 


[Question] (Maria), U.S. President Ronald Reagan has characterized Jose Napoleon 
Duarte as a moderate who opposes the extreme left and the extreme right. What is 
your opinion? 


[Lopez] I think that it is ridiculous to call Duarte a moderate because there are 
witnesses to the killings, to the genocide. One cannot regard him as such. He is 
genocidal; he is a killer. 


[Question] (Jorge), who really wields power in El Salvador at this moment? 


[Mendoza] The fascists, the fascists who are encysted into the army. They act 
like robots at the service of imperialism. Naturally, this includes Duarte, who, 
as the companera just said, is really and absolutely no angel. He has nothing 
democratic or Christian inside him because he is responsible, and jointly 
responsible if you will--because he is indeed responsible--for the mass killing 
of our people. 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


SALVADORAN FRONT OFFICIAL SCORES U.S. POLICY 
LD161228 Prague CTK in English 1143 GMT 16 Feb 82 
[Article by Miroslav Prchal] 


[Text] Prague, 16 Feb (CETEKA)--"President Reagan is trying to give the conflict 
in El Salvador regional dimensions, to spread it especially to Nicaragua, Cuba and 
Grenada," Ruben Sanchez, head of the visiting delegation of the Farabundo Marti 
National Liberation Front and the Revolutionary Democratic Front, has told CETEKA. 


"By spreading the conflict to all Central America and the Caribbean Reagan would 
like to defeat all revolutionary and democratic forces in our region. This is a 
threat not only to us, but to peace all over the world. What is happening in 

El Salvador does not concern just one nation; it concerns all Third World nations. 
By defeating the Salvadoran people militarily North American imperialism would 
simultaneously like to check the growth of independent, democratic and Serelenees- 
ary forces in all developing countries," Ruben Sanchez added. 


As far as El Salvador is concerned, President Reagan has been mistaken to believe 
that the revolution there can be defeated militarily if he gives the fascist junta 
military aid. Besides providing it with arms and military advisers "U.S. imperi- 
alists also used their experiences from the aggression in Vietnam and helped the 
junta form special anti-guerrilla units." 


President Reagan's plan to defeat the Salvadoran Patriotic Forces within a few 
months from his taking up office failed because the National Liberation Front has 
broad support of. the popular masses. He responded with new instructions to terror 
and repression to discourage the population from supporting the Patriotic Forces, 
the Liberation Front. official stated. 


"At present North American imperialists and the Salvadoran junta have realized that 
we cannot be defeated by their old methods. However, they have not changed their 
concept of defeating our revolution militarily. Thus their only option now is a 
foreign military intervention in El Salvador," Ruben Sanchez stated. 


He added that the junta is planning an election farce for March to be able to “use 
it as an argument in a request for foreign military aid." 


Ruben Sanchez criticized Washington's attempts to turn El Salvador into a cause of 
"East-West conflict" and stressed that the "only foreign forces on our territory 
are North American advisers. The U.S. interference in El Salvador is being stepped 
up. We propose a political settlement of the crisis. However, if the dictatorship 
in our country and U.S. imperialists continue the war against our people, we too 
shall struggle till their final defeat," the Salvadoran representative pointed out. 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


CANADIAN MISSION MEETS WITH CCE OFFICIAL, GARCIA 
PA250445 San Salvador EL DIARIO DE HOY in Spanish 24 Feb 82 pp 3, 13 


[Text] Members of an official Canadian delegation that met yesterday with Jorge 
Bustamante, President of the Central Electoral Council [CCE], and subsequently with 
Defense Minister Gen Jose Guillermo Garcia, have said that the eyes of the world 
are focused on the elections that will be held in El Salvador on 28 March. 


The delegation includes Robert Douglas Sirrs, Canadian Ambassador in Costa Rica; 
Maurice Dupras, member of the House of Commons; Bog Ogle, member of the Parliament; 
Kenneth Robinson of the Parliament; Flora McDonald, secretary of the Parliament; 
Aaron Mayne, Consul General; and William Colbert. 


In the CCE, Bustamante gave them a broad explanation of the elections process, its 
development, the procedures to be followed and the efforts being made to achieve 
free, honest and participatory elections. 


Bustamante told them that, bearing in mind the large number of deaths in the past 2 
years and the high number of Salvadorans who have left the country, it is still 
expected that at least 600,000 people will be voting. This would be a success, 
Bustamante added. 


"The 28 March elections will be the culmination of a new start. They are a hope 
for the Salvadoran people," Bustamante said. He admitted, however, that the condi- 
tions are not the best for holding elections. 


In the CCE, the Canadians were shown a sample of the indelible ink and examined 
the ultraviolet machine that will show who has an ink stain on the hand should an 
individual try to remove the ink. 


The Canadians said they admired the efforts being exerted in the country to hold 
elections despite the current situation. That is why the eyes of the world are now 
on El Salvador, they said. 


The Canadians subsequently went to the office of the defense minister, where 
General Garcia explained "the struggle that is being waged against the terrorists, 
supported by Cuba, Nicaragua and other Soviet bloc countries," to them. 


The Canadians were also told that the Salvadoran people are tired of the violence 
provoked by those groups and that that is why it is believed that the elections 
offer the hope of achieving the peace that everyone wants. 
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The Canadians said that they are willing to help the Salvadoran government. They 
also said that they were surprised about the news in Canada dealing with 

El Salvador and that they have now confirmed that what is happening here is 
different. 


Apart from this, the defense minister said that there is still no specific infor- 
mation about the alleged downing of a mercenary plane. He also reported on the 
military operations that are currently taking place north of the capital and in 
part of Cuscatlan department. 


In the afternoon, General Garcia met with a German legislator, to whom he offered 
the same explanation. 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


GUERRILLA LEADER ON MILITARY, POLITICAL AIMS 
PM181135 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 12 Feb 82 p 8 


[Roger Boyer Inter Press Service Interview with El Salvador Farabundo Marti Front 
leader Salvador Cayetano Carpio: "We Do Not Want a Marxist Government"--date and 
place not specified] 


[Text] El Salvador, February--"The opposition to the junta in El Salvador is 
fighting for a nonsocialist [icke-socialistisk] democratic government," guerrilla 
leader Salvador Cayetano Carpio told us. Carpio, who is 62, leads the Farbundo 
Marti Liberation Front (FMLN). 


"The program for a democratic government is very broad; there is room for contribu- 
tions from one and all," he said. 


The FMLN and its political partner the Democratic Revolutionary Front (FDR) has 
long been calling for a "democratic revolutionary" government. 


Carpio's statement together with one by Ana Guadelupe Martinez, a member of the 
FDR-FMLN Joint Political Commission, shows that the two groups have broadened their 
programs for the government they would like to see replace Jose Napoleon Duarte's 
junta. ; 


In a recent radio broadcast from the FMLN's secret radio station, Radio Venceremos, 
Martinez said that the FMLN would like to see broad participation from all sectors 
of society--workers, unions, civil servants--in a new government. A government with 
such broad support would be "a faithful expression of the people," she said. 


In my recent interview with Cayetano Carpio he dealt with the situation in El 
Salvador, the importance of U.S. aid and the allegation that the guerrillas are 
accepting foreign aid. 


[Question] How would you describe the conflict in El Salvador at present? 


[Answer] The present government has a sophisticated strategy--already tested in 
Vietnam and elsewhere--which I call "special war." 


Special war means that democratic organizations and guerrilla movements are 
broken and that the civilian population is armed, all with the aim of "depriving 
the fish of water," so to speak. This also means a demagogic policy with promises 
of agricultural reforms and other changes which seem liberal. 
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The Pentagon used the same strategy in Vietnam—a program of social and economic 
reforms designed to neutralize the peasants and thought to be attractive to large 
sections of the population. 


The war in El Salvador has been like a rerun of the special war in Vietnam, at a 
stage when the U.S. ground troops had still not invaded but were already working 
together with the reactionary local forces. In practice this strategy leads to the 
most brutal and inhuman warfare imaginable. 


[Question] What is the FMLN's present position on a negotiated settlement of the 
conflict? . 


[Answer] Despite the fact that our people want to fight this just fight to its 
end and use all the means which circumstances dictate, it is nevertheless important 
to stress that the revolutionary forces would like to see a solution to the war 
situation. 


We are prepared to find a negotiated settlement which would allow a just and equal 
response to our people's endeavors to achieve self-determination, democracy, social 
justice and peace, and we do not demand a leading role. 


[Question] Do you mean that you would be able to sit down at the negotiating table 
with the present junta and reach some sort of agreement? 


[Answer] The FMLN has a negotiation plan which we will reveal when the time is 
right. It does not exclude negotiations or dialogue with the parties involved, and 
that includes the El Salvador and U.S. Governments. 


To negotiate is to negotiate--to be in disagreement. Each side has its views, and 
sometimes they are irreconcilable. At present I only want to stress the revolu- 
tionary forces' determination to fight to the end if necessary, and their willing- 
ness to negotiate with a view to a dignified solution. 


[Question] The junta is planning to hold elections in March, and in this has the 
support of the Reagan administration. Why is the FMLN opposed to these elections? 


[Answer] After studying the course of “special wars" I am sure that the elections 
are a maneuver leading to increased military operations. 


If the junta succeeds with this maneuver it will win more political elbow-room and 
from that will be able to set larger tactical and strategical operations in motion. 
It will also be able to ask for even more military aid from the Pentagon. That is 
why we are opposed to these elections. 


[Question] The ruling junta claims that the army is only trying to wipe out the 
guerrillas and its active supporters, and not the civilian population. 


[Answer] There can be no doubt that one of the deliberate strategies in this war 
is the destruction of the people. 


Less than a month ago I saw with my own eyes how army units concentrated all their 


forces during an offensive near Chalatenago against a column of 2,000 women and 
children whom the guerrillas were trying to lead to safety. 
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[Question] You point to the U.S. role im the conflict. Have you any proof that 
the United States is directly involved in the fighting? 


[Answer] Comrade, I have seen children of 4, 6, 8 being shot down by bullets from 
helicopters with North American military advisers on board. The North American 
people do not deserve this "image." This is perhaps Reagan's greatest crime, that 
he supports wars of this type. 


It is important to understand that the U.S.-supplied helicopters are an indispensa- 
ble support for all the junta's military operations. 


Helicopters are the most important thing of all in this sort of war. This is the 
reason why Reagan insists the whole time that the United States must send more 
helicopters. 


[Question] The Reagan administration claims that Cuba and Nicaragua are directly 
involved in the afd to the guerrillas in El Salvador. Is this true? 


[Answer] The assertion that advisers from other countries are operating in El 
Salvador (on the rebel side) is pure invention! 


It is a Reagan administration excuse to make it possible for them to carry out 
military provocation against Cuba. An example of how far this evil slander has 
gone is that, when the Puente de Oro (an important bridge over the Lempe River) 
was blown up last fall, they fantasized that it was Cuban blitzkrieg troops who 
had come to El Salvador via Nicaragua to blow up the bridge--a pure Jules Verne 
fantasy! 


I can say completely truthfully that it was I who was commander in chief of the 
Popular Liberation Forces and the FMLN member who ordered that the bridge be blown 


up. 


Our revolution has its roots in our country's internal situation. The main cause 
of the crisis is the extreme social injustice, the enormous gulf between the few 
who dominate and own everything and the Salvadoran people. 


How is it possible to say that Cuba is responsible for the revolution in El 
Saivador, when we were fighting to change our situation long before Cuba itself 
was liberated? 


[Question] The Reagan administration claims that the guerrillas’ goal is to 
install a Marxist-Leninist or socialist government like Cuba's in El Salvador. 
What kind of government would you like to see instead of the present one? 


[Answer] Our objective is a democratic revolutionary government--not a socialist 
one. The program for the democratic government is very broad, broader than that of 
many democratic governments in Europe. 


In the efforts to achieve dignity and national sovereignty for El Salvador there is 
room for contributions from all--big businessmen, down to smallholders and merchants 
--from each and everyone who supports the independent development of our country, 
opposes fascism and wants democracy. 











We do not believe that this broad program has anything to do with socialism or a 
socialist government. 


The popular movement is composed of a large number of forces with various ways of 
thinking, but these have joined together with this program in mind. No one will be 
forced to abandon his own particular viewpoints. 


Why should Christian Democrats or Marxists who support a just, independent and 
peaceful democratic government have to give up their ideals if all agree to work 
within a government which is not socialist? 


Why should one have to expect a coincidence of views? It is here that Reegan's 
propaganda campaign, which speaks of the immediate formation of a Marxist govern- 
ment, is so mendacious! 


[Question] If you could send a message to the Reagan administration, how would 
you try to influence Reagan and his advisers? 


[Answer] I never actually thought about anything like that before. Perhaps I 
might be allowed to express a very personal feeling--quite simply that the North 


American people, who have deeply held humanitarian values, do not deserve to be 
led along a militarist and aggressive road. 
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GUERRILLAS ALLEGE RED CROSS TRANSPORTING TROOPS 


PA170341 (Clandestine) Radio Farabundo Marti in Spanish to El Salvador 0100 GMT 
17 Feb 82 


[Text] International Red Cross vehicles and emblems are being used to transport 
enemy troops and supplies to the genocidal forces in (El Jumbo) Canton, in San 
Vicente Department. Our companeros from the Anastasio Aquino Paracentral Front in 
Chinchontepeque volcano have reported that Red Cross vehicles are transporting 
troops, arms and supplies to (El Jumbo) Hill, near (Tehuapan), San Vicente 
Department. 


We are warning the members of the Salvadoran and International Red Cross that 

these hostile actions against our heroic people are causing local and international 
sectors to distrust the seriousness and impartiality of the Red Cross. If they 
continue this type of activities, our warriors will have no other alternative but 
to open fire against those vehicles under the assumption that the Red Cross 
emblems and vehicles are being used by impostors who are collaborating in the 
genocide. 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


COL ADOLFO MAJANO VIEWS REGIONAL CONCERNS 
PA130250 Panama City MATUTINO in Spanish 12 Feb 82 pp 1, 3-B 
[Article by Reinaldo Labastide] 


[Text] Panama is the only Central American country that could guarantee mediation 
of the Salvadoran conflict, Col Adolfo Majano, former member of the Salvadoran 
Government junta said yesterday in an exclusive statement to MATUTINO. 


Majano, who is on a brief visit to Panama, said that this country is one of the 
ideal nations for the solution to the Salvadoran problem. He added that Panama 
could play a fundamental role in solving the conflict affecting the brother 
Salvadoran people. 


This is mainly true because of the great relationship existing between these two 
countries and the direct friendship with deceased Maj Gen Omar Torrijos. 


Majano said that the elections proposed by the incumbent Christian-Democratic 
government of Napoleon Duarte do not represent a solution to the armed conflict 
existing in El Salvador. He added that the path marked by the government is 
negative because it has complicated the domestic situation still more. 


Dialogue 


Colonel Majano, who lives in exile, said that in view of the existing situation, 
the sensible solucivc is to promote talks between the country's representative 
forces. Throuyh these telks the content necessary for political pact could be 
determined. 


Although he noted that socjal injustice and discontent are at the root of the 
Salvadoran crisis, Majano said that the steps taken in an effort to solve the 
problem must include aii Salvadora without discrimination. Such steps should 
respect the integrity of the armed forces. Further, such measures should include 
an agreement on free elections in which all the country's political forces would 
be represented and in which all groups had an equal opportunity to win political 
power. 


He said that the government is in the hands of a "clique" headed by Col Garcia 
Gutierrez Carranza and Duarte who control power with their rightist links. 
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Majano, who lives in Mexico, said that during his stay in Panama he has met with 
President Royo and National Guard Commander Col Florencio Florez Aguilar as well 
as military leaders and other personalities. 


Majano said that his presence in Panama and his actions after his ouster from the 
government junta, seek to establish a political negotiation. 


The Guerrillas 


The former Salvadoran chief denied any links with the Salvadoran guerrillas and 
said that, at this time, he has no desire to join any political movement. 


In view of the call to elections made by the Christian-Democratic junta, there is 
uncertainty about what will follow the elections, Majano said. 


Communist Beachhead 

Colonel Majano said that there is a communist beachhead in Latin America and that 
El Salvador may not escape this problem. He said that the communist advance is 
caused by the existing social organizaton, political structure and the trend to 
establish a Marxist-Leninist structure. 

Torrijos’' Absence 

It is evident that in the domestic and international arenas, the absence of General 
Torrijos is felt, especially in the crisis existing in Central America, because he 
had created confidence in the area. 

Costa Rica 

Regarding the Costa Rican situation, Majano said that the outlook is delicate 
because of the existing economic crisis. He said that the government must make a 
great effort to solve the problem and that the situation presents a challenge to 
Costa Rican President-elect Luis Alberto Monge. 


Intervention 


He also mentioned U.S. participation, especially in the form of economic and 
military aid, has helped to promote the conflict. 


Finally, Majano said that, in view of the existing Salvadoran situation, the 
correct alternative is to negotiate a political pact with which also guarantees 
the military's integrity. 
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INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS AIDS DISPLACED PERSONS 
PA182004 San Salvador EL DIARIO DE HOY in Spanish 17 Feb 82 pp 3, 27 


[Excerpts] At the Red Cross "we don't know how many displaced people there are in 
the country. We dco have some statistics that show that last year we took care of 
20,000 people in Morazan and 5,000 in the central area, including Chalatenango, 

La Paz, Cuscatlan, San Salvador, and San Vicente" Andres Balmer and Fred Sandoz 
told this paper. 


They are Swiss delegates of the International Red Cross. Balmer is Information 
Officer and Sandoz is the Coordinator of Displaced Persons Aid. 


The daily food offered each person consists of 200 grams of wheat, 100 grams of 
rice, 50 grams of beans, 40) grams of powdered milk, 20 grams of lard, and 20 grams 
of sugar. 


The Information Officer added that aid to displaced persons has been given by the 
International Red Cross since November 1980. He said that 15 months after this 
hard work began, all the members of the International Red Cross are going from 
place to place helping three categories of displaced persons: those in conflict 
zones where we can travel until we find them; those in camps; and those in conflict 
zones where aid can only reach people periodically. 


They said that they are now helping 15 towns in Morazan, 10 in the central zones 
and others. , 
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CATHOLIC CHURCH COMMENTS ON GUARDSMEN'S TRIAL 
PA150120 Buenos Aires LATIN in Spanish 2201 GMT 14 Feb 82 


[Excerpts] San Salvador, 14 Feb (LATIN-REUTER)--The Salvadoran Catholic church 
today said that it hopes that the trial of five former National Guard soldiers 
accused of murdering four U.S. missionaries will be the "beginning of justice” 
in this country that lashed by political violence. 


Arturo Rivera y Damas, the acting Archbishop of San Salvador, said in his homily 
today that he hopes the trial will not be "a gesture to please the United States 
in order to obtain more financial aid from that country." 


He added that El Salvador's violent situation has not changed and that he hopes 
the trial will be the "beginning of justice” in the country. 


Church groups and defenders of human rights have accused the armed forces of 
frequent abuses in El Salvador, where guerrilla forces are trying to overthrow the 


civilian-military government. More than 30,000 people have been victims of the 
political violence in the country since October 1979. 


CSO: 3010/978 


65 











COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


TRADE UNION MEETS DESPITE STATE OF SIEGE 


PA131414 (Clandestine) Radio Farabundo Marti in Spanish to El Salvador 0100 GMT 
13 Feb 82 


[Text] The Salvadoran working class dealt a new blow to the genocidal junta by 
holding, in the midst of a state of siege and under a regime of terror, the Second 
National Congress of the activist Revolutionary Trade Union Federation. [FSR]. 


This important congress approved the present general platform which contains the 
working class’ just demands for better living and working conditions. 


The Second FSR Congress reaffirmed the position of the Salvadoran working class by 
repudiating and condemning the electoral masquerade that the junta will stage in 
March. This congress was held in tribute to labor leaders (Jose Sanchez Gallegos) 
and (Maximiliano Montoya), who were killed by the repressive forces of the 
Military-Christian Democratic junta as part of its persecution campaign against 
the labor movement in our country. 


Radio Farabundo Marti of the FMLN hails the heroic Salvadoran working class, which 
will not be subjugated by the genocidal dictatorship's maneuver and repression. 
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PRAGUE TV INTERVIEWS LIBERATIC 7 FRONT MEMBERS 
LD200000 Prague Domestic Service in Czech 1730 GMT 19 Feb 82 


[Text] Editor Miroslav Kaiser today met two representatives of the Salvadoran 
Patriotic Forces, Ruben Sanchez and Miguel Marmola who are now on a friendly visit 
to Czechoslovakia. The following report is about the meeting they had: 


[Begin recording] [Kaiser] Ruben Sanchez first mentioned some recent concrete 
results of the combat operations of the Salvadoran patriots. For example, in the 
past few days the partisans carried out an attack on the military air base of 
Ilopango; within a few minutes they managed to completely put out of action 75 
percent of all the aircraft at the base, American aircraft, added Ruben Sanchez, 
and more and more operations like this are taking place. Perhaps some people 
cannot understand how the army of the military-civilian junta, armed to the teeth 
and equipped with modern American weapons, can suffer one defeat after another, 
but an explanation has reached me; the regime's regular army has a very low combat 
morale, it is an army full of contradictions, and cases of desertion are multiply- 
ing. 


On the other hand, the combat morale and enthusiasm for the cause are the most 
powerful weapon of the Farabunda Marti National Liberation Front units. Another 
important factor is the huge disinterested help given by the broad masses of the 
working people. From time to time the bourgeois propaganda invents stories that 
in the ranks of the Patriotic Forces in El Salvador there are Cuban, Nicaraguan and 
even Soviet soldiers fighting. I asked Miguel Marmola what he thought about that, 
and he replied as follows: 


[Marmola in Spanish fading into Czech translation] It is another dirty slander 
from the United States. No one is able to prove the presence of foreign units or 
foreign soldiers helping our revolution, but our people can confirm the presence 
of Americans who are supporting the genocidal regime. Fifty years ago an uprising 
of workers and peasants took place in our country. This was at a time when the 
Soviet Union was just beginning to build up its matertal-technical infrastructure 
and did not really have the chance at that time to help foreign countries, 
especially not a country as distant as El Salvador. Nevertheless, even then 
Salvadoran reactionaries claimed that the uprising was provoked by Soviet agents 
who were alleged to be working in El Salvador. So slanders of the kind that we 
are hearing today from Washington are nothing new. 
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The United States is not interested in El Salvador as such; after all we are only 

a small country and we don't have much natural wealth, but the United States is 
concerned about its overall politicomilitary strategy in Latin America, under which 
they wish to maintain their influence in those areas where they have some--that 
means with reactionary fascist regimes--and they would certainly also like to 

renew their influence in those areas where they have lost it in recent years. 
Slanders like this are meant only to help their cause. What they don't talk about 
much in the United States, however, is the support which the military-civilian 
junta in El Salvador receives from the United States, Venezuela, and other reac- 
tionary regimes in Latin America. 


[Kaiser] I asked Miguel Marmola, representative of the Farabunda Marti National 
Liberation Front about the elections which are to take place next month in El 
Salvador. He said: 


[Marmola in Spanish, fading into Czech translation] The elections currently being 
prepared in El Salvador are a further attempt to lie to the world public that the 
present Salvadoran government is a democratic government and that it is seeking a 
political solution to the current situation in El Salvador. The government wants 
to use these elections in the place of a reply to the proposal by the Patriotic 
Forces to conduct talks. In effect, the elections are supposed to be a legaliza- 
tion of the illegal government and are supposed to justify American military to put 
down the Patriotic Forces. [End recording] 
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BRIEFS 


ANDEN PROTESTS SALVADORAN ABUSES--Teachers in the Chinandega Branch of the National 
Association of Nicaraguan Teachers [ANDEN] have protested the brutal aggression 
which the 21 June Salvadoran National Teachers Association is enduring. The 
Chinandega teachers charge that 297 teachers have been killed and 28 are being 
held, including leaders (Melida Villatoro de Ramirez) and (Douglas Ramirez). 
[Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1200 GMT 2 Feb 82 PA] 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


FOREIGN MINISTRY REJECTS CONDITIONS ON U.S. AID 
PA171606 Paris AFP in Spanish 1836 GMT 16 Feb 82 


[Text] Guatemala City, 16 Feb (AFP)--Guatemala rejects any U.S. military aid 
based on conditions, even though none has been offered so far, the foreign ministry 
announced after a quick visit by a U.S. Senate delegation last weekend. 


According to Foreign Minister Rafael Castillo, 24 hours "is a very short time to 
learn about a country's reality." Castillo termed the plan of Representative 
Clarence Dickinson Long, who heads the delegation and intends to visit eight 
countries in 7 days, "very ambitious." 


Human rights violations and the deteriorated relations between Guatemala and the 
United States were once again the subject of discussions last week, when the State 
Department announced that it is willing to provide military aid to this country 
under the condition that the human rights situation improves. 


The U.S. delegation's visit last Saturday underscored the lack of understanding 
between the two governments. In diplomatic circles it is doubted that U.S. mili- 
tary aid can begin before Gen Fernando Romeo Lucas’ administration ends in June. 


Castillo told newsmen that the Reagan administration has not exerted any pressure 
on the Guatemalan Government, "even though suggestions have been made on certain 
occasions. These, of course, have been respected and analyzed," he indicated, 
without explaining what these "suggestions" had been about. 


Concerning the military aid that the State Department announced last week, which is 
included in the next U.S. budget, Castillo Valdez declared that "the Guatemalan 
Government would not accept any type of aid if it is conditioned in any way." 


Guatemala continues to be pointed to as a country where human rights are not 
respected. This has led to estrangement with the United States since 1977, during 
Jimmy Carter's administration. 


The visiting U.S. politicians met here with several high-ranking government 
officials and military chiefs and with U.S. Ambassador Frederic Chapin. 


According to diplomatic sources, Chapin had difficulties meeting with the president 
personally. This shows the difficulties that exist in relations between the two 
countries. 


Guatemala has rejected all U.S. military aid since 1977 and it was not until the 
present administration that it again began receiving some war materiel, especially 
trucks and jeeps. 
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PEASANT MASSACRE IN EL QUICHE REPORTED 

Guerrillas Held Responsible 
PA180220 Guatemala City Radio-Television Guatemala in Spanish 0400 GMT 17 Feb 82 
[Recorded passages in quotation marks] 


[Text] Guerrilla groups have killed 52 peasants in Uspantan, El Quiche, local 
authorities and military officers reported today from the scene of the crime. 


The attack took place in Chamac Canton. Relatives of the victims said they had 
emigrated there from their homes in Macanjab and Calafe Hamlets to escape harass- 
ment by the terrorists. The peasants who were interviewed said they had abandoned 
their maize and bean crops and stockraising activities in the two hamlets in view 
of the guerrilla attacks but that periodically they returned to these areas to 
harvest some of the crops, only to again take refuge in Chamac Canton. 


On one of these occasions they were intercepted by a contingent of guerrillas, 
who killed 52 of them. A 10-year-old boy who escaped death by lying next to his 
parents’ bodies and pretending to be dead reported the killings in Chamac, after 
which the army went to the area. 


The victims’ bodies were sent to the rural coeducational school in Chamac, where 
their relatives held a wake and built rough coffins to bury them. Nothing has been 
learned yet about other peasants [words indistinct] who also made the deadly trek 
between the mentioned hamlets. Their relatives fear they have been kidnapped. 

Some 300 peasant families live in the heavily wooded area. The army has set up a 
camp to temporarily house the inhabitants of this area, which is regarded as one of 
the trouble spots in Uspantan municipality. 


(Timoteo Alvarez), Justice of the Peace of Uspantan, has begun proceedings in 
regard to the 52 victims of this massacre: 


"I went to Macanjab and (Calafe) hamlets yesterday at 1720. The military patrol 
was already there. We found 42 bodies on the [words indistinct] way to (Macalajau). 
All of them had their throats slit. There were nine women among them and one poor 
woman was pregnant. There were so many bodies that at first we didn't know what to 
do. However, we did notice that there were some 10 and 12 very young children from 
8 to 12 years old.” 
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(Alvarez), who is also Mayor of San Miguel Uspantan, explained why peasants were 
emigrating to Chamac Canton before the tragedy: 


"Because of the threats they have received from the subversive group, they sought 
refuge in Chamac. I have unconfirmed reports that they visit Macanjab Canton all 
the time because they have their huts and domestic animals there. They go every 
day to see their huts and animals. 


"Yesterday at 1200, we were told that there were four dead. We did not think we 
were going to find more, but later [words indistinct]. We found 52 persons, 
apparently all with their throats slit. [Words indistinct]." 


[Words indistinct] reported that the troops had skirmished with the guerrilla 
group believed responsible for the massacre of peasants in Chamac Canton. [Words 
indistinct] important air and infantry (?units), commanded by Gen Benedicto Lucas, 
army chief of staff. Today, military helicopters were trying to locate guerrilla 
redoubts [words indistinct]. The military reinforced its troops in a low region 
in the center of El Quiche department, in what appears to be the beginning of a 
new antiguerrilla offensive in that area. 


The army and the guerrillas clashed again today in Ixtan, Quiche, leaving 20 
insurgents dead, according to a report today by Gen Benedicto Lucas Garcia, army 
chief of staff. On being questioned in Santa Ana, Lucas Garcia said: 


"In a confrontation that took place this morning, a passport was found in the name 
of a French citizen [name indistinct], born on 25 March 1958 in Paris, (Estafier) 
4. [Passage indistinct] Here is the photograph. He is 24 years old. These 
youths [as heard] came here 2 years ago and have been with the guerrillas, com- 
manding groups.” 


Terrorists belonging to the PLO could be fighting alongside the Guatemalan guer- 
rilas, according to the chief of staff: 


"It is very possible. We have no proof as yet. We have not been able to...[does 
not complete sentence]. As you know, when we (?have heard of) individuals with 
white skin and blond hair, we really could not identify them until now that we 
have found this passport which indicates logically that the person involved is 
French." 


Accusations Traded 
PA191315 Paris AFP in Spanish 2259 GMT 18 Feb 82 
[Excerpts] Guatemala City, 18 Feb (AFP)--The Guatemalan Government and the guer- 
rillas accused each other today of killing 51 Indian peasants on Monday in the 
Uspantan region, Quiche department, in the western part of country, but it has not 
yet been established exactly what group is responsible for the massacre. 
The government issued a communique affirming that the guerrillas are responsible 


for the death of 51 men, women and children and appeared surprised that organiza- 
tions such as Amnesty International have not protested this crime. 
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Meanwhile, the People's Guerrilla Army, EGP, issued 1 war report declaring that 
the official army killed the Indians "in a desperate effort to [word indistinct] 
the leftist groups." 


According to reports from the region, the killers, as is usually the case, were 
simply "unknown men." 


The greatest uncertainty arises from the fact that all of the peasants were killed 
with machetes and not with firearms used by both the guerrillas and the armed 
forces. 


The government's communique notes that it is necessary that the people of Guatemala 
and the world become aware of how the extreme leftist groups act. The EGP claims 


that the killing is part of the violence that the authorities have unleashed in the 
region in an effort to do away with the subversives. 


cso: 3010/32 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


BRIEFS 


VOTER REGISTRATION REPORT--Guatemala City, 17 Feb (ACAN-EFE)--Orlando del Valle, 
director of the Electoral Registry of Guatemala, announced here today that 
2,171,584 citizens have registered to vote in the 7 March elections. Approxi- 
mately 350,000 of these citizens live in the capital. There has been a 5-percent 
increase in the number of registered voters in comparison with the 1978 elections. 
The director of the Electoral Registry believes that more than 500,000 Guatemalans 
who should vote will not be able to do so because they don't have identification 
cards, which are necessary for voting. [Excerpt] [PA170312 Panama City ACAN in 
Spanish 0105 GMT 17 Feb 82] 


CSO: 3010/956 


74 











COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


GUYANA MINES $23.8 MILLION IN GOLD FOR 1981 
FL261905 Bridgetown ADVOCATE NEWS in Ezglish 21 Feb 82 p 3 


[Text] Georgetown, Guyana, Saturday (CANA)--An amount of 19,000 ounces of gold 
valued at $23.8 million was declared by miners in 1981, but this quantity 
represents only about a quarter of the gold actually extracted during the year, 
a government official has said here. 


"Tne majority of gold being mined in Guyana is being smuggled illegally out of 
the country," Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Energy and Mines, Henry 
Bovell said. 


The official said that in 1980, some 11,000 ounces of gold valued at $17 million 
was declared by miners. 


The official drew attention to a statement by Minister of Energy and Mines, 
Hubert Jack, last weekend at a conference of the ruling party that miners in 
Guyana “imported more than $3 million worth of mining equipment without once 
having to apply to the Central Bank for a release of foreign exchange." 


CSO: 3025/1042 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


PANAMA VIEWED AS ‘CUBAN OPERATIONS CENTER’ 
PA172115 Tegucigalpa Voz de Honduras Network in Spanish 1145 GMT 17 Feb 82 
[Moises de Jesus Ulloa Duarte commentary ] 


[Text] The well-informed press of Central America, particularly of Costa Rica-- 
and specifically the newspaper LA REPUBLICA, which has a lengthy democratic back- 
ground--has begun to disclose new aspects of the role that Panamanian territory 
plays in Fidel Castro's plans for control of Central America. 


For a long time, Panama has been a center of operations for weapons and drug traf- 
fickers. Everyone is well aware of the profitable deals that they made during the 
Sandinist revolution, selling much of the armament that was used to overthrow 
Somoza. Those same traffickers have supplied weapons to the Salvadoran guerrillas 
and according to LA REPUBLICA, they have now sold weapons to some rebel groups of 
Costa Rica. On its part, the Colombian government has proven and charged that a 
large part of the armament being used by the guerrilla group 19 April Movement, 
M-19, is coming into its territory from Panama. 


This is not new. The Costa Rican newspaper notes that what is new and alarming is 
that the Cuban Communist Government has now chosen Panama as an operations base 
for subversion directed against Colombia, Central America, Venezuela and-—-surpris- 
ing news to Lopez Portillo--against Mexico. 


It is a fact that Panama has always had special strategic importance. Fidel Castro 
knows it. However, what might not be known by the other governments of the region 
is that the Cuban communist leader maintains a huge number of secret agents in 
Panama. Their logical connection between the dealings of the international under- 
world and the plans being encouraged and implemented by Fidel Castro, the Russian 
commissar, to dominate Central America and the Caribbean is found Panama. 


The America Department, well known by the Central American communists since for 
them it is something like their Cuban connection, is an agency of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of Cuba whose First Secretary is Fidel Castto. It 
has selected Panama as its operations center in the continent. The agents of Cuban 
communism, many of them quite well known not only by their comrades, work from 
Panama in the Central American region in a field in which they are real experts: 
Political intrigue combined with operations in the underworld. 
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The Panamanian government, as the Costa Rican press knows, is aware that at least 
half of the Cuban diplomatic staff is made up of spies and experts in secret and 
destabilizing actions. These Cuban communist agents have shown great ability in 
establishing connections with high society and individuals who are influential in 
the local politics of the country in which they operate at the same time that they 
surreptitiously work with the revolutionary subversive movements. 


Costa Rica's LA REPUBLICA mentions Gonzalo Bassols Suarez as a typical example of 
the Castroite agents in Panama. Bassols Suarez is an intelligent, very clever and 
aggressive man who belongs to the Cuban Army and maintains his military rank. His 
great work for Fidel Castro began in Colombia in 1975 as a minister-counselor [in 
the Cuban Fiabassy] when in fact he had another job. He was able to infiltrate high 
official circles. He worked as a spy and organized the terrorists and guerrillas. 
For a long time it has been said that Basso1ls was the one who began the contact 
with inte:national drug traffickers with the double idea of using their infiltra- 
tion mechanisms and at the same time obtaining big profits to support subversive 
operations. This Cuban espionage agent was well known by the Lopez Michelsen 
government because of his obvious connections with drug traffickers and such rebel 
groups as the M-19. 


The operations center of that agent and other Cuban agents was always Panama. They 
took weapons from that country to Colombia and they brought back drugs. These 
operations currently continue through the exchange of weapons for cocaine, opera- 
tions that are almost impossible to stop. 


The report we have just given, backed by passages from the newspaper LA REPUBLICA, 
seems to be part of a novel. But it is a fact, which is seriously affecting our 
countries’ security. That is why the Central American Community should be promoted 
and strengthened. It was born here in Honduras during the inauguration of President 
Roberto Suazo Cordova. [Sentence as heard; community was established in Costa Rica] 


CSO: 3010/957 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


FOREIGN SECRETARY ON COUNTRY'S NEEDS, POLICIES 
PA161907 San Pedro SULA TIEMPO in Spanish 6 Feb 82 p 5 


[Text] Edgardo Paz Barnica, Honduran Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, has 
said that Honduras, as a rising democracy in the international community, Honduras 
needs to develop economically, to advance socially and to modernize politically. 


He said that if circumstances require, the country must also strengthen itself 
militarily, because it is located in a zone of conflict. This doesn't mean, how- 
ever, that it will no longer uphold the principles of nonintervention and respect 
for the self-determination of peoples. 


Paz Barnica pointed out that the ceremony for the presentation of diplomatic mis- 
sions accredited to Honduras will take place next Monday. 


With respect to the restructuring of the Foreign Affairs Secretariat, Dr Paz 
Barnica said that changes will focus mainly on the Foreign Service, so that appoint- 
ments honestly and objectively correspond to Honduras’ interests. 


In this regard, an agreement of cooperation with the National Autonomous University 
of Honduras will be drafted, whereby tests will be given to candidates for the 


posts of embassy and consulate secretaries, to aid in the appointment of diplomatic 
officials. 


CSO: 3010/957 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


REORGANIZATION OF FOREIGN SERVICE CONFIRMED 
PA182033 Tegucigalpa Domestic Service in Spanish 1130 GMT 17 Feb 82 


[Text] Foreign Secretary Dr Edgardo Paz Barnica has confirmed that the Honduran 
Foreign Service is being thoroughly reorganized at all levels: 


[Begin recording] [Paz Barnica] I have already announced that there will be a 
thorough, objective, constructive, honest and responsible reorganization of our 
foreign service, as it includes posts of high political importance, such as 
ambassadors, diplomatic representatives and heads of missions abroad. This work, 
however, will be done gradually, on the basis of sober study and diagnosis, which 
is now underway on instructions from the President of the Republic, Dr Roberto 
Suazo Cordova. 


As for a publication by the daily TIEMPO, it refers only to the release of 
approximately 40 persons from the Honduran Foreign Service at various levels below 
the ambassadorial rank. The posts heid by these persons were already eliminated 
in the nation's general budget in December, at the initiative of former Foreign 
Minister Col Cesar Elvir Sierra. Thus, this situation was already in effect when 
we assumed the ministry position. Some cancellations have already taken effect, 
such as those of some officials of Chinese nationality who were holding honorary 
posts. We hope this can be completed within the next 6 months [passage indis- 
tinct] honesty, capability; and not only on partisan political merit. The 
reorganization will include several aspects, such as transfers, dismissals and 

so forth. 


[Indistinct question by unidentified reporter] 


[Answer] Concerning the governments of other countries, we want to reiterate with 
satisfaction that President Suazo Cordova's constitutional and democratic govern- 
ment upholds the two principles essential to peaceful coexistence: Noninterven- 
tion in other states’ internal affairs and the self-determination of peoples. 


[Question] Will Honduras send observers to the Salvadoran and Guatemalan 
elections? 


[Paz Barnica] The invitations have already been received and Honduras will send 
observers, to be chosen by the National Electoral Tribunal, which is in charge of 
all electoral matters in Honduras. 
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[Question] What can you tell us about the Central American Democratic Community? 


[Paz Barnica] The Central American Democratic Community was created on 19 January 
in San Jose, Costa Rica. The government of Dr Roberto Suazo Cordova was 
inaugurated on 27 January. On that date, the Honduran Constitutional Government 
participated, with both the President of the Republic and the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, in the formulation of declarations to strengthen the objec- 
tives of democracy, cooperation, political pluralism, respect for human rights 
and peaceful coexistence that were upheld in the declaration that created that 


community. [End recording] 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


NEW OIL DEALS TO BE NEGOTIATED 
PA260035 San Pedro SULA TIEMPO in Spanish 22 Feb 82 p 4A 


[Text] Economy Minister Gustavo Alfaro announced over the weekend that the 
government and the Texaco Refinery will open new negotiations this week to draw up 
a new agreement on the processing and marketing of fuels. 


The decision was adopted at a meeting between Alfaro and Texaco executives Friday 
because the present government cannot abide by commitments under past agreements. 
The present economic situation must be reviewed in order to make try to extricate 
the country from economic chaos. 


The economy minister also announced on Friday that the government has decided to 
stop buying crude from Mexico and to buy only from Venezuela. The decision will 
be announced shortly to Mexico. 


This week Alfaro will receive a delegation from the Mexican and Venezuelan govern- 
ments and will discuss with them Honduras’ new position on crude purchases and the 
oil agreement. 


It was also reported at the economy ministry that the government has decided to 
set aside studies and stop work on the fuel storage tanks it was building. No fur- 


ther details were given as to the reason for this sudden decision. However, the 
previous administration felt that it was necessary to construct these tanks. 


CsoO: 3010/957 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


BRIEFS 


PAZ GARCIA APPOINTMENT--Tegucigalpa, 18 Feb (ACAN-EFE)--It was announced here today 
that former Honduran President Gen Policarpo Paz Garcia was appointed adviser to 
Col Gustavo Alavarez Martinez, chief of the armed forces. According to unofficial 
reports, the High Honduran Command denied Paz Garcia's request to be discharged, 
because he will be retired with honors when he completes the maximum time in 


service for an officer in about 3 years. [Excerpts] [PA182001 Panama City ACAN 
in Spanish 1631 GMT 18 Feb 82] 


CsO: 3010/957 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


JAMAICA SIGNS $5.11 MILLION CANADIAN LOAN 
FL261925 Kingston DAILY GLEANER in English 23 Feb 82 p 2 


[Text] A loan agreement for Canadian $5.11 million was signed on Wednesday 
17 February by Prime Minister, the Rt Hon Edward Seaga. The loan is for procuring 
additional food products from Canada. 


Signing on behalf of the Government of Canada was the High Commissioner, Mr T.B. 
Sheehan, at a ceremony held at Jamaica House. 


This is the third loan agreement that Canada has signed with Jamaica during the 
past year. The first was for a loan of (Ca.) $3-million in February 1981 and the 
second for (Ca.) $4.5 million in August, both for the purchase of foodstuffs. 


The foodstuffs to be purchased include tinned sardines, salted cod and pollock, 
counter and baking flour. 


The loan is being made available on concessional terms and with a 30-year maturity. 
For the first seven years it will be free of interest after which there will be a 
3 percent interest per annun. 


At the signing, Mr Sheehan noted that the new loan agreement had been processed in 


just a few weeks, an indication of Canada’s endeavour to speed up aid delivery to 
assist Jamaica in its economic recovery programme, and to meet short-term needs. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


"LA PRENSA’ WORKERS UNION PROTESTS COURT DECISION 
PA132233 Managua Radio Corporacion in Spanish 2300 GMT 12 Feb 82 


[LA PRENSA Workers Union Communique issued in Managua on 12 February--read by 
announcer ] 


[Text] In view of the amazing sentence handed down by Judge (Yolanda Huembes) 
against our fellow workers, the watchmen of LA PRENSA, the Nicaraguans' newspaper, 
the LA PRENSA workers Union declares: 


1. That this sentence, because of its content and resolution, has shown that an 
ordinary trial has been turned into a political trial because it dealt with 

LA PRENSA employees, thereby ignoring juridical aspects in order to harm our fel- 
low workers. 


2. That in her sentence the judge did not consider that our fellow workers were 
attacked by the peaceful demonstration with pineapples, tomatoes and rocks, 
according to point No. 2 of her decision. 


3. That the judge who presented the case did not properly consider the report of 
the forensic doctor, ballistics expert and factors such as the facts that one of 
the watchmen turned himself in willingly, that the watchmen did not have criminal 
records and that their actions were in response to violent groups who came to 
attack their workplace with rocks and fruit. 


4. That by ignoring these factors, the judge administered partial justice 
affected by political motives, thereby affecting the administration of justice 
in our country. 


5. That we are confident that during an appeal to this sentence the courts will 
render a decision with less emotion and greater observance of the law. 


6. That our fellow workers are suffering from infectious ear and throat diseases 
and that no official has given them medical attention. 


7. That we express our solidarity with our watchmen fellow workers who had no 
intention of harming anyone and were merely fulfilling their duty to guard the 
property entrusted to their care. 


8. That we express our solidarity to their relatives who suffer, together with us, 
the absence of the heads of their families. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


NICARAGUA SHALL NEVER SURRENDER, SAYS DANIEL ORTEGA 
PA1?21630 Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 7 Feb 82 p 8 


[Excerpts] "We are ready to fight any type of aggression. Those who think that 
they will succeed in dominating us by threatening and attacking us are mistaken. 
Those who think we are going to surrender to their cannon-boats are mistaken, 
because the people of today are not the people of the past, because we consider 
the stage of awareness reached by the people of today invincible." 


This statement was made last night at the adjournment of the 115th anniversary 
commemoration of our first national poet, "Ruben Dario,” by Commander of the 
Revolution Daniel Ortega Saavedra, coordinator of the Government of National Recon- 
struction Junta, when he referred to U.S. threats against our revolution and father- 
land. 


Commander Ortega Saavedra said last night at the "Ruben Dario” Theater that as in 
the past, the North Americans again point their cannon-boats against Nicaragua 
today, and they do so when 25 brother borderguards and members of the 50-09 
battalion have been tortured, murdered and their bodies have disappeared. 


a = 
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He added that by doing this, they play with the mothers’ anguish, which today is 
the people's anguish. They threaten us, promote blockade policies in the area and | 
try to isolate us, meanwhile, they loudly ask why we want an army, why militiamen, | 
why tanks and planes, why arm ourselves, Commander Ortega noted. 


Further on, he said the U.S. Government's present budget policy is to reduce 
investments for development. It disproportionately increases military aid by over 
$1.6 million, while development investments suffer a cut of over $438 million. He 
noted that in 1982 there will be a 25-percent increase in military expenses with 
more aid for the Salvadoran government. Still, they complain because we comply 
with our duty to strengthen our defense, Commander Ortega emphasized. 


Commander Ortega concluded by saying that we are never going to surrender. We are 
fighting to live in peace, but on the basis of mutual respect, dialogue and under- 
standing; because our people are invincible, he said in a firm tone. 


The adjournment ceremony last night was headed by the members of the governing 
junta, Drs Sergio Ramirez Mercado and Rafael Cordova Rivas; Interior Minister 
Commander Tomas Borge Martinez; Dr Roberto Arguello Hurtado, President of the 
Supreme Court of Justice; Rosario Murillo, secretary general of the Sandinist 
Cultural Workers Association; Dr Rodrigo Reyes Fortocarrero, rector of UNAN; 
Dr Mariano Fiallos Oyanguren; and Daysi Zambora. 


CSO: 3010/958 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


EPISCOPAL CONFERENCE DENOUNCES LOCAL TERRORISM 
PA250040 Managua Radio Corporacion in Spanish 2300 GMT 23 Feb 82 
[Nicaraguan Episcopal Conference Communique] 


[Text] To our priests, deacons, religious personnel and pastoral officials; to 
all men and women of good will; health and peace in the lord: 


Regarding the ethical judgment of those who, because of their moral stature, 
intellectual capacity and temporal power, feel that they have a right to pass 
judgment on the intention and motivation behind our statements and directives the 
Nicaraguan Episcopal Conference releases the following communique prompted solely 
by pastoral duty: 


In view of the terrorist attacks that have been taking place lately with tragic 

and regrettable consequences, and fearing a repetition of such attacks, we-—the 
Catholic Bishops of Nicaragua--denounce these criminal actions and such attacks, 
we--the Catholic Bishops of Nicaragua--denounce these criminal actions and strongly 
criticize these very serious violations of human rights. The church denounces and 
condemns these situations for no other reason than a genuine evangelical commit- 
ment. That is why we--the shepherds of the Nicaraguan Catholic flock--reject the 
cruel and uncontrollable terrorist guerrilla violence whenever it is unleashed, 
regardless of its source. 


Crime is in no way justified as a path to liberation. Above all, it is an attack 
on life, which depends solely on our creator. Puebla. [Presumably quote by Pope 
John Paul II at Puebla, Mexico]. 

May the Lord, through the intercession of the blessed Virgin Mary, enlighten our 
minds and spur our will to achieve happiness and peace in our fatherland through 
civilized and Christian ways. 

Issued in Managua on 23 February 1982 


Nicaraguan Episcopal Conference 


[Signed] Msgr Leovigildo Opez Fitoria, Secretary 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


PDRY LEADER'S SPEECH AT SANDINO AIRPORT 
PA222245 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 1918 GMT 22 Feb 82 


[Speech by ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad, Chairman of the Presidium of the PDRY Supreme 
People's Council, relayed from the Augusto Cesar Sandino Airport in Managua; in 
Arabic with subsequent translation--live] 


[Text] Dear Companero Daniel Ortega, national coordinator of the junta of the 
Government of National Reconstruction, companeros government members, leader 
companeros of the FSLN Central Directorate, in the name of the Central Government 
and the Yemeni Socialist Party and the PDRY Government and its people, we bring 
you a warm and revolutionary greeting. It is indeed an honor for us, representa- 
tives of the Yemeni people, to make this visit to your country which is joined 
with us in the principles of struggle. 


We are sure that our visit to Nicaragua will open broad horizons in the establish- 
ment of firm [word indistinct] relations between our countries at all levels. We 
are greatly interested, upon arriving on this continent, in visiting Nicaragua and 
greeting, in the name of the hundreds of thousands of our Yemeni masses, in the 
name of millions of Arabs, the triumph of the Nicaraguan revolution, its success 
in its social and economic reconstruction and its firm resistance and confronta- 
tion of the threats and provocations of U.S. imperialism and its allies among the 
Latin American countries against the Sandinist revolution and against the will of 
its heroic people in their march toward the consolidation of their independence 
and national sovereignty. 


We, dear companeros, the many of us in all the revolutionary and democratic forces 
of the world, admire your revolutionary experience. It not only expresses the 
will of the Nicaraguan people but also expresses the experience of all the peoples 
of Latin America who mostly suffer the repression of fascist governments which have 
reached power with the help of Yankee imperialism. The latter has imposed its 
aggressive policy to guarantee its economic interests on this continent and to 
protect the inhuman exploitation which its monopolies exert over its peoples, and 
to continve sacking the resources of the region. 


At this time as your revolution is occurring, 1 say that this is the time of the 
peoples, since the peoples of this continent have begun, and continue, their march 
forward to recover their rights in fr:edom, independence and sovereignty and are 
making the greatest sacrifices. 
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The PDRY supported the Sandinist revolutionaries from the beginning and had the 
honor of being among the first states to recognize the people and the power of 
the Nicaraguan revolutionaries. 


The PDRY continues to support the struggle of the peoples of Nicaragua, El Salvador, 
Chile and all the peoples of Latin America, along with all the national liberation 
movements in Asia and Africa. 


We want to take advantage of this opportunity to express our high esteem for the 
institutions in Nicaragua which support the struggle of the Arab peoples--the 
Syrian people, the Palestine people in their just struggle against their enemies 
in world imperialisn. 


While evaluating the sincere words and cordial expressions of Companero Daniel 
Ortega, representative of the Nicaraguan people and revolutionaries, about the 
struggle of our people and we want to reassert that our visit is a living expres- 
sion of our solidarity with the Nicaraguan people. We assert that terrorist 
actions waged by reactionary gangs and agents of imperialism will not isolate the 
Nicaraguan people from its peoples and allies in all parts of the world. Yester- 
day you were visited by the Mexican President. This emphasizes the identification 
of the Mexican people and government with Nicaragua and the respect for the will 
of the peoples of this continent. 


Today, we visit you and tomorrow you will be visited by all those who recognize 
the great importance of Nicaraguan freedom following the bitter sufferings under 
the bloody regime of Anastasio Somoza, a regime which had not even the slightest 
sympathy. It only had the sympathy of the imperialists who supported it. 


We are sure that the fall of the Somoza regime under the blows of the Sandinist 
revolutionaries encourages other peoples who struggle against fascist and 
dictatorial regimes, which live from terror and the blood of their peoples. In 
this manner they intensify their struggle to defeat them, as is happening today 
in El Salvador, Chile and other places. [applause] 


We tell you, revolutionaries and heroes, that the future is yours. Yesterday you 
triumphed and attained your freedom over the forces of terror. You will triumph 
in your struggle against underdevelopment, the counterrevolutionaries and in the 
building of a beautiful Nicaragua. 


The Latin American peoples will triumph in the struggle against imperialist inter- 
ference in their domestic affairs, in their struggle for a better and prosperous 
life, without the specter of death, terror and oppression. 


Glory to cooperation, friendship and the firm solidarity of our peoples. Long 
live freedom, long live peace for all of humanity which consolidates and joins 
the struggle of the peoples of Latin America for their national liberation, social 
progress, security and peace. 


Defeat to U.S. imperialism and its puppets. Victory to the Sandinist revolution. 
Thank you. 


CSO: 3010/961 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


COMMUNIQUE ISSUED BY NICARAGUAN CHRISTIAN ARMY 
PA181843 Panama City LA ESTRELLA DE PANAMA in Spanish 17 Feb 82 pp B-3, C-6 


{Communique issued by the Nicaraguan Christian Army, FCN, date not given--slant- 
lines denote uppercase as published] 


[Text] The Nicaraguan Christian Army wishes to inform the public of a number of 
incidents, so that they can appreciate the degree of barbarianism and moral 
corruption to which the Nicaraguan people are submitted by the Sandinist Front's 
communist government: 


1. Nicaraguans who disagree with the communique [not further identified] are 
being systematically assassinated throughout the country. From the investigations 
we have conducted, we can affirm that workers and peasants have been killed in the 
following places: 


A) /El Gamalote/, a settlement located beside the Prinzapolka River, near 
Alamikamba. On 20 October 1981, they killed four people, among them Victorio 
Masis and Hernan Soza, both very dear to their neighbors because of the*r great 
generosity; 


B) /Currin/, a settlement located near the Prinzapolka River. On 24 November 
1981, the seven members of the Jarquin family were killed and eight other locals 
were jailed. Nothing has been heard from them since; 


C) /El Corozo/, located between Siuna and Alamikamba. Ten God-fearing peasants 
were machinegunned on 25 November 1981. One of those killed was a pastor; 


D) /Ungla/, /El Consuelo/ and /Culiguas/. These are small settlements located 
between Siuna-Waslala and El Tuma. Many residents have been killed in these 
places and, according to Sandinist Lt Luis Flores Palacios, they will all be 
killed. That was in early December 1981; 


E) /Quiquinita/, a settlement beside the Prinzapolka River. Local residents and 
peasants in nearby areas have been shot. A God-fearing man who protested was shot 


with the barrel of the weapon put directly against his forehead. A knife was later 


used to make a cross-like mark over the bullet wound; 


F) /Luku/, located between the Luku and Lisague rivers and Baca Hill in the north- 


east. The entire population was eradicated; 
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In all of these places, those leading the extermination have been identified as 
Lt Luis Flores Palacios, El Chino, Roger Salgado Urbina and the latter's brother. 
The last two hail from Siuna. All are members of the state security organization. 


G) Members of state security arrived at a farm on the road between Managua and 
Masava. In the presence of his family, they took a worker away, saying that they 
were investigating. His body, completely mutilated, was found 3 days later. His 
tongue, one ear, his nails and his sexual organs had been cut off. 


2. The schools for military training that operate in Nicaragua include those in 
/Kambla/ and /Silmasias/. The first is located about 12 km from Puerto Cabezas. 
Militiamen from all over the country receive 22-day intensive courses in a given 
military activity, following which they rest for a week. Between 800 and 1,000 
militiamen are trained each month and later take other courses in other schools. 
The /serious/ part of this, however, is that communist indoctrination and the 
subject of /internationalism/ are included daily. It is stressed that they will 
go help guerrillas in other countries and that they will practice in Central 
America. They were always told that they would be put to the test in 1982. The 
directors of these schools are mostly Chileans and Cubans. 


3. The method used to kill those peasants who do not accept communism is as 
follows: 


A) The militiamen are told at the military training schools that those peasants, 
labeled enemies of the people, must be eliminated and that their farms will be 
passed to the state. They are also told that, afterward, all militiamen will 
receive land and weapons to protect that land; 


B) /Special/ platoons are organized and sent to the zones that must be cleared of 
enemies. There they remain hidden, awaiting instructions. 


C) Platoons are sent on patrols; their leaders locate the victims with the aid of 
militiamen in the area. They then send this information to those who are in 
hiding, so that they can proceed to kill those peasants. 


D) Once the victims have been killed, patrols show up and explain that this was 
done by the Somozist counterrevolution. The explanation is always the same, in 
order to deceive the residents in each area. 


4. According to Interior Minister Tomas Borge, 17 inmates died in the massacre 
that took place in the Zona Franca jails in mid-1981. The incident reportedly 
occurred because the inmates seized the guards' weapons. This is completely false. 
State Security planned the entire operation in order to eliminate several former 
guardsmen and former Sandinist combatants, who were imprisoned for voicing views 
against the communist government. The State Security's plans were as follows: 


A) Weapons would be placed in key sites and around the jaiis. The weapons would 
include heavy machineguns; 


B) The guards were instructed to go near the collective cells and fake a careless 
attitude. The inmates would thus be encouraged to disarm them and to try to escape. 
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The prisoners fell into the trap. They seized weapons and keys and released the 
rest of the inmates. As the first of them were reaching the outer part of the 
penitentiary, however, the hunt began and some 600 people were killed. The place 
was cleaned and prisoners from other jails were brought in to pretend that only a 
few people had died. /El Chino/ and /Roger Salgado Urbina/ participated in this 
plan before being transferred to the Siuna area in the northeast. 


5. There are many communists from other countries reinforcing the Sandinist army, 
but the majority are Chileans and Cubans. More than half the officers are 
foreigners. To cite an example, most members of the troops stationed in the 
/Naranjo/ area, in the southeast, are Cubans. The same thing is happening in 
other parts of the country, especially on the Atlantic Coast. The foreigners are 
hidden from the people in order to avoid criticism. 


6. Vigilance and accusation by the Sandinist Defense Committees, CDS, are obliga- 
tory. No family can avoid them or it will be labeled counterrevolutionary. Each 
neighbor must check on visitors near his house and report fully on the vehicies 
and number of people that arrive and on how long they remain. Nobody can receive 
visitors at home after 2300. 


Rationing coupons for sugar and salt were implemented in mid-January 1982. Five 
pounds of sugar and one pound of salt are supplied t~ each family every 15 days. 
However, the CDS' control this and the family that aoes not patrol its neighbor- 
hood at night is not entitled to receive these products. The patrolling lasts all 
night and no family can refuse to do it. Each family is assigned a day in the week 
and even if a family consists of only one elderly lady, she must do her pacrolling 
or she will not receive any sugar or salt. We have confirmed this in several 
cities. This system of vigilance and accusation was implemented through /written/ 
instructions sent to the CDS in the summer of 1980. There was a general reaction 
because the people regarded this system as immoral so, the authorities denied that 
there were any plans to do such a thing. After a few months, however, they 
verbally instructed the block chiefs to implement this system and the practice is 
still in effect. 


In light of the incidents mentioned here, which we insist are true, and of others, 
which are already known, the ingeniousness with which Nicaraguan Foreign Minister 
Reverend Father Miguel d'Escoto defends Nicaragua's communist dictatorship is 
inconceivable. We think that there are only two possible explanations tor such 

an attitude. The first is that Father d'Escoto is ignoring the truth about the 
crimes that the Sandinist Front commits daily, as well as its real plans to export 
guerrilla warfare, either because the truth is being concealed from him or because 
he has not tried to learn about it. In this case, we would conclude that he is 
innocent. The second possibility is that, although he knows the truth, he pre- 
tends to ignore it for his own convenience, while forgetting the human suffering 
and his investiture as a priest. In this case, he would be a cynical person and 

a traitor to his fatherland. He would also be a criminal, because he is par- 
ticipating as a concealer of the truth. 


As this information will reach him, Father d'Escoto will have the chance to save 
his good name. We trust that he will reflect on this. 
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/God, fatherland and freedom. / 


The ECN welcomes with faith and affection all those who believe in /God/ and love 


/freedom/. 
[Signed] /Lucas, Denis, Mateo, Andres, 


The Nicaraguan Christian Army/ 


CSO: 3010/961 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


REBELS CITE ARRIVAL OF SOVIET ARMORED VEHICLES 


PA201856 (Clandestine) Radio 15 September in Spanish to Nicaragua 0300 GMT 
20 Feb 82 


[Text] In its issue of yesterday, 18 February, the newspaper of the frontist 
dictatorship reported that a group of vehicles made in communist Russia had 
arrivea in the country. 


Our contacts in Chinandega Department, particularly in Corinto Port, have told us 
that in addition to the Lada vehicles and the 96 motorcycles mentioned by 
BARRICADA, an undisclosed number of Soviet-made armoured vehicles arrived in the 
country. 


While the terrorists that the dictatorship sends abroad as diplomats carry out a 
large misinformation campaign, the treacherous Marxist commanders continue to 
import a large quantity of offensive war materiel in order to export, through 
weapons, communist totalitarianism. 


Our Chinandega sources continue working tirelessly in order to gather enough data 


on the quantity and models of the new armoured cars which the frontist traitors 
are introducing into our country. 


CSO: 3010/967 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


CUBAN GOVERNMENT DONATES SCHOOL SUPPLIES--Managua, 11 Feb (ACAN-EFE)--Nicaraguan 
Education Minister Carlos Tunnerman announced today that the Cuban Government will 
donate 600,000 notebooks and an equal number of pencils to the Nicaraguan Govern- 
ment. The notebooks and pencils will arrive in Nicaragua before 1 March, when the 
1982 school year is scheduled to start in this Central American country. The 
Nicaraguan Domestic Trade Ministry (Micoin) will distribute the Cuban donation 
either by giving them out free or by selling them at cost to the children. The 
Ministry of Education has announced that 500,000 children will receive primary 
education starting on 1 March. [Text] [PA121900 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 

1855 GMT 11 Feb 82] 


RAMIREZ CONCERN OVER U.S. POLICY--Yesterday at a ceremony commemorating the first 
anniversary of heroes and martyrs Confederation of Nicaraguan Professional 
Associations (CONAPRO Heroes and Martyrs), Sergio Ramirez Mercado said that what 
the Sandinist government expects from the United States is a policy based on 
understanding and respect for our sovereignty. Ramirez Mercado, member of the 
junta of the government of national reconstruction, thus defined the position of 
the Sandinist People's Administration. He said that the government will continue 
to confront the constant aggressions by U.S. imperialism and its allies on the 
continent. Ramirez Mercado recalled that the Nicaraguan government has asked the 
U.S. Government to dismantle the numerous training camps which counterrevolutionary 
groups have established in the United States, but the U.S. Government has done 
nothing about it. Not inviting Nicaragua to participate in the creation of 
ailiances could have dangerous military implications, Ramirez Mercado said at the 
end of his speech. [Text] [PA122104 Managua Radio Sandino Network in Spanish 
1200 GMT 12 Feb 82] 


CLERGYMEN RETURN FROM MISKITO SITES--A delegition of clergymen who returned to 
Managua yesterday confirmed the humanitarian efforts of the revolutionary govern- 
ment on behalf of the Miskitos who were relocated without detriment to human rights. 
The relocation of the Miskitos respects their cultural traditions and offers them 
better living conditions. The Miskito leaders said they are willing to settle in 
(Takbatarri) or (Takbatri), the unoccupied land far from the Coco River. Guerrilla 
Commander William Ramirez, minister of the Atlantic Coast, informed the clergymen 
of the reasons for the relocation of the Miskitos and the benefits they will 

derive from such relocation. [Text] [PA191714 Managua Radio Sandino Network in 
Spanish 1200 GMT 19 Feb 82] 
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2,500 CUBAN TEACHERS--On 1 March 1982, 2,500 Cuban teachers will be incorporated 
into the school year. The 2,516 [as heard] Cuban teachers in Nicaragua will be 
incorporated into the 1982 school year when classes begin next March. Education 
spokesman (Silvio Mora) personally reported that the Cuban teachers are partici- 
pating in harvesting agricultural crops such as cotton, basic grairs and others. 
The education minister sent a greeting to the Cuban teachers for their solidarity, 
for their work and for restricting themselves to production tasks without taking 
time out for rest or vacation. [Text] [PA121330 Managua Radio Corporacion in 
Spanish 1200 GMT 10 Feb 82] 


CSO: 3010/961 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


GOVERNMENT, PRD INVITED TO ATTEND MANAGUA COPPAL MEETING 
PA160052 Panama City MATUTINO in Spanish 15 Feb 82 pp 1A, 8A 
[Article by Reinaldo Lebastide] 


[Text] Ranking Nicaraguan government and FSLN officials have formally invited the 
Panamanian government and the Democratic Revolutionary Party (PRD) to attend the 
conference of Latin American political parties and pay tribute to the late Maj Gen 
Omar Torrijos Herrera. 


Commander Jaime Wheelock, representative of the Sandinist National Liberation Front 
and member of the revolutionary government, said the conference of Latin American 
political parties will be held in Managua, Nicaragua from 19 to 21 February. 


He added that the meeting will have the opportunity to discuss the sensitive prob- 
lems afflicting the area and creating tension. These include the threat to the 
region by the imperialist arming of Guatemala, the growingly critical alternative 
in El Salvador, the problem of the threats to Nicaragua and the compliance with 
the Torrijos-Carter treaties. 


Commander Wheelock noted that after his arrival in Panama, accompanied by 
Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Miguel d'Escoto, Carlos Carrion, leader of the 
Sandinist youth, and Nicaraguan Ambassador in Panama, Francisco Quinones, he met 
with President Aristides Royo, with whom he discussed issues related to the bonds 
of triendship between both nations and aspects concerning the problems causing 
ccncern and agreed basically to promote any current that may assure peace, 
stability and the economic development of the Central American countries without 
discrimination against any country. 


The FSLN leader said that his visit to Panama was to express the Nicaraguan 
revolution's affection and admiration for Panamanian leader Omar Torrijos H. 


He added that Torrijos was one of the firm supporters of the democratic and libera- 
tion cause of Nicaragua because the general, he continued, was with us before, 
during and after the victory. 


He said that within his creative work Torrijos, was able to build a number of 


cadres and leaders who are guarantee for the continuation of his nationalist line 
in defense of Panama's interests. 
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Commander Wheelock noted that Torrijos always thought that men fulfill a specific 
role and the people are the ones who really build their own destiny. That is why 
he always was concerned about forging unity between the people, the armed forces 
and the men in the government, who have been capable of maintaining his line. 


CSO: 3010/962 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


STATION JOINS OUTCRY AGAINST SOVIET RELATIONS 
PA131245 Panama City Televisora Nacional in Spanish 2245 GMT 12 Feb 82 
[Station Editorial ] 


[Text] For the past few years, the traditional diplomacy of the great nations 
had put aside its pleasant romanticism to turn to the most incredible activities: 
intrigue, espionage, terrorism, kidnapping, gunrunning and sordid machinations to 
overthrow governments. 


Cultural, commercial and sporting features are mixed with ideological and political 
aspects, resulting in a continuous duel between secret agents, military technicians 
and activists working against the detection and defense systems of the nations that 
are involved in this dangerous game. 


The field of action of these battles can be the most important capitals of the 
world or remote, obscure citadels in any underdeveloped nation. The purpose of 
all this? To extend the radius of territorial influence of the powers that are 
fighting for world domination. 


Through various officials, the Panamanian government has expressed an interest in 
establishing diplomatic relations with the USSR. In other times and under other 
conditions, this sovereign right would perhaps have received strong support. 
However, today we find that the majority of the people repudiates anything related 
to communist ideology. This is the result of awareness of the assassinations, 
interventions and aggressions that follow in the wake of Soviet diplomats. 


To argue cultural, commercial and technical interests to justify these relations 
is no more than a poor excuse in view of the great number of agreements that 
already have been signed with communist countries to achieve those ends. Diplo- 
matic links are no longer necessary to obtain those types of benefits. To say 
that other nations, particularly the United States, maintains relations with all 
the world's nations so Panama can do the same, is no more than a puerile position. 


No one denies that a state has the right to make its own list of friends and 
enemies, as General Torrijos used to say. However, our country possesses a dubious 
ability to control the technical resources that are used in these modern secret 
battles and to protect ourselves against the typical interventions that will 
irrevocably involve us in the international struggle for power that we will never 
enjoy and the consequences of which we will feel in our own flesh. 
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Guerrillas, kidnappings, assassinations, shootouts in the street and attacks are 
Situations from which we will be safe as long as we keep those somber embassies 
from being established in our territory. Egypt was recently forced to expel 
thousands of Soviet citizens attached to the Soviet Embassy in that country. So 
were Costa Rica, Mexico and other nations that committed the error of choosing 
those friends without being prepared to control them and then found their terri- 
tory invaded by so-called technicians who set up all kinds of operations that led 
to total chaos. 


Our country boasts throughout the world that it enjoys an enviable social peace 
and that it is an island of tranquillity surrounded by a sea of violence. This 
allows us to be an international banking center and able to offer employment for 
most of our peopie. There is no political commitment--whether domestic or inter- 
national--that is worth more than our enjoyment of freedom or that is worth 
running the risk of becoming as bloodied as Cuba, Nicaragua, El Saivador or 
Guatemala. 


CSO: 3010/962 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


FOREIGN MINIS’¢RY REPORTS ON ‘KINDLE LIBERTY' 
PA121641 Panama City LA ESTRELLA DE PANAMA in Spanish 11 Feb 82 pp B-1, A-10 


[Communique of the Panamanian Foreign Ministry, issued in Panama City on 
9 February] 


[Text] The Panamanian foreign ministry fulfills its duty of reporting to the 
public that from 10 to 19 February there will be a joint military exercise called 
"kindle liberty" with the participation of the Panamanian and U.S. Armed Forces in 
accordance with Article IV, Clause 3, Paragraph (B) of the Panama Canal Treaty. 


The joint military exercise will include contingents of the Panamanian National 
Guard and 3,150 members of the U.S. Army, Air Force and Navy who will retuina to 
the United States on 20 February at the end of the operation. 


"Kindle liberty" is the third annual operation held since the entry into force of 
the Panama Canal Treaty in 1979 and is in line with the arrangements made by the 
joint board comprised of an equal number of high-ranking officers of the two 
countries. 


It is foreseen that the "kindle liberty" joint exercise will be confined to and 
will not go beyond the Panama Canal area, exclusively being limited to the fulfill- 
ment of the provisions of the /Torrijos-Carter/ [slantlines denote boldface as 
published] treaty regarding the planning and implementation of joint military 
exercises for the specific purpose of the production [as published] "protection" ] 
and defense of the Panama Canal. 


CSO: 3010/962 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


COLUMNIST QUESTIONS REVERSION OF CANAL HOUSING 
PA121455 Panama City MATUTINO in Spanish 12 Feb 82 p 4-A 


[Vox Populi" Column by Luis Restrepo: "Mindi and Coco Solo'--passages within 
slantlines denote uppercase as published] 


[Text] A report published in this newspaper indicates that "more than 160 houses 
located in the Mindi and Coco Solo sectors will soon revert to the Panamanian 
government." 


The report added that in a recent visit to Colon, President Aristides Royo 
announced that the U.S. Government had approved the reversion "by telephone." 


I was unable to confirm whether or not this report was correct. However, it must 
be made cjear that the houses in Mindi and Coco Solo should have reverted back to 
Panama on 1 December 1981 [date published in boldface] as is established in the 
Torrijos-Carter Panama Canal Treaty. 


However, the Panama Canal Commission [PCC], in violation of the treaty, has 
arbitrarily retained those houses in order to rent them to soldiers on active duty 
who have nothing to do with the administration, maintenance and operation of the 
waterway. 


The treaty establishes that "the Republic of Panama places at the disposal of the 
PCC a certain number of houses for the use of U.S. employees of the commission." 
It also restablishes that if those workers retire or cease working for the commis- 
sion for any other reason, the houses in which they wre living at the time of 
their separation will be turned over in the best condition to the Republic of 
Panama's Housing Ministry. 


As I stated above, the Mindi and Coco Solo houses were scheduled to be turned 
over to our country beginning on 1 December 1981. I repeat that, in violation of 
the treaty, this provision has not been fulfilled. One cannot understand why 
President Royo announced in Colon, if it is true that he did, that "the U.S. 
Government has approved by telephone the reversion of those areas." 


If President Royo has /accepted the U.S. Government's authorization to fulfill 
clauses of the treaty, then we could expect that on 1 April 1982 the PCC will 
continue providing police service and we will have to wait until the U.S. Govern- 
ment “orders the fulfillment of what was agreed upon" in that treaty regarding 
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the transfer of all police-related activities in that Panamanian territory to the 
Panamanian National Guard.../ 


The newspaper report also stated that “the reversion of the Mindi and Coco Solo 
houses will be carried out scon." We should ask how long that "soon" will take. 

It could be 1 month, 1 year or even at the expiration of the Torrijos-Carter Treaty 
at the end of this century. 


An official clarification on this is necessary. There is no reason why Panama must 
request by telephone that the White House fulfill the Canal Treaty. It should have 
reported the systematic violation that is being committed. 


I reiterate that if this has in fact occurred, a conscious or unconscious precedent 
has been established that will serve to justify all the U.S. violations of the 


Torrijos-Carter treaties and will leave to the discretion of the United States 
whether or not to fulfill what was agreed upon by the two countries. 


CSO: 3010/962 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


LOCAL 907 PROTESTS ALLEGED TREATY VIOLATIONS 
PA120403 Panama City Televisora Nacional in Spanish 2300 G.I 11 Feb 82 


[Text] This afternoon members of the Trade Union Local 907 picketed the foreign 
ministry to protest the violations to the Torrijos-Carter treaties. Foreign 
Minister Jorge Illueca received a group of the demonstrators. He talked with them 
regarding the labor-management problems they are having in the Panama Canal area. 
Here is what Luis Anderson, Local 907 Secretary General, had to say: 


[Begin recording] The main reason for the picketing the foreign minis«ry is to 
protest the imposition of a series of wage and administrative policies in the 
Canal area. These policies are causing the deterioration of working conditions 

as well as the gains and benefits to Panamanian workers employed by U.S. agencies 
in the Canal area. We also are protesting the Panamanian authorities’ attitude 
which we consider somewhat passive. We even believe that the authorities are 
plagued by petty politics in the face of problems which seriously affect thousand 
of Panamanian workers in the Canal area. Therefore, through Foreign Minister 
Illueca, we are demanding that our government assume a more belligerant attitude 
regarding these problems. We demand that the government try to find realistic and 
practical solutions to the problems we are denouncing. There should be more con- 
sultation and dialogue between the government and the Panamanian workers in the 
Canal area. The government should show more concern over what is taking place in 
the area of financing and wages. According to our studies and contrary to what 
the Torrijos-Carter Treaty says Panama should receive in the way of increased 
benefits particularly in the financial aspects for the Canal operation and the U.S. 
defense areas in our country, Panama is going to see a substantial reduction in its 
economic benefits. [End recording] 


CSO: 3)10/963 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


PANAMENIST PARTY LEADER CABLES REAGAN ON SPEECH 
PA250310 Panama City Televisora Nacional in Spanish 2300 GMT 24 Feb 82 


[Cablegram sent to U.S. President Reagan by Panamenist Party Leader Dr Arnulfo 
Arias Madrid on 24 February--read by announcer] 


[Text] The significant political message and the economic plan announced by your 
government to the peoples of America in your speech before the OAS today express 
an adequate way to solve our own development needs and economic aid through free 
enterprise while considering a new concept of inter-American friendship. However, 
I consider it more important to aur internal and external security the determina- 
tion of your government to continue helping our countries in finding means to 
insure unlimited freedom, true democracy and above all, the self-determination of 
our peoples--threatened today by bad governments inspired by the hidden designs of 
international communism. 


On 3 August 1950, in another historic gesture, as President of Panama we opciily 
denounced the international tyranny cf powerful influences that were alien to our 


hemisphere and offered all our moral and material cooperation in the difficult 
task to defend democracy. 


[Signed] Arnulfo Arias Madrid, former President of Panama 


CSO: 3010/963 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


EMBASSY TO OPEN IN BELIZE IN MARCH 
PA190110 Panama City CRITICA in Spanish 18 Feb 82 p 18 


[Text] Panama City, 15 Feb (PANAPRESS)--Panama will offer the government and 
people of Belize all the necessary support for that young and independent —° ation 
to achieve firm and sustained development in the Central American area. 


The statement was made to PANAPRESS by His Excellency Rafael Vargas Santos, the 
first Panamanian ambassador to Belize, which agreed to the appointment on 
1 December 1981. 


Vargas Santos said that the Panamanian Embassy will be established in Belmopan 
on 1 March and then groups of Panamanian technicians will begin to arrive in 
Belize to collaborate in development programs and projects. 


He pointed out that this collaboration is part of Panama's firm solidarity with a 
sister nation that, like Panama, severely suffered from the problem of colonialism. 


Referring to the amount of cooperation with the Belizean government, Vargas Santos 
said that among the Panamanian officials who will be going to that nation in March, 
there will be planning experts, experts from the Agricultural Development Ministry 
and personnel of the Health and Housing Ministries. 


The Panamanian ambassador stressed that friendship between Belize and Panama has 

not only been maintained during difficult political times, but has been strengthened 
because of the understanding between their leaders. He cited as an example the 
special courage of the late Gen Omar Torrijos Herrera, Commander in Chief of the 
National Guard, who defended the independence of Belizean territory. 


CSO: 3010/963 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


AMENDMENTS TO U.S. LAW 96-70 CONDEMNED 
PA181731 Panama City MATUTINO in Spanish 17 Feb 82 pp 4A, 8A 


[Vox Populi Vox Dei" Column by Luis Restrepo: "Amendments and Additions to Law 
96-70--part two--slantlines denotes boldface as published] 


[Excerpts] Law 96-70, approved by the U.S. Congress for implementation of the 
Panama Canal Torrijos-Carter Treaty, is a law reflecting all of the evil and ill 
will that can be conceived by a country that steps on weaker nations but that 
ponders a great deal when dealing with a power that can act as its equal, with the 
Same arms and the same human and economic resources. 


It is important to know that /the U.S. Congress will discuss a bill next month 
that supplements and amends some sections of Law 96-70. The foreign ministry's 
silence on the matter is alarming, for if it did not know about the bill before it 
certainly does now, because we referred to it in this column last Monday. I told 
the foreign ministry then that the bill is going to be discussed in its first 
debate by the House of Representatives’ Merchant Marine and Fisheries Committee. / 


With the charge I made last Monday, or 3 days ago, I made other comments on the 
subject and on the role that William Gianelli, Assistant Secretary of the Army 
(Civil Works), and President of the Canal Commission Board of Directors, who has 
managed to maintain the confidence of the Panamanian rulers, is playing in all of 
this. 


I have tried in the past 2 days to obtain the test of the bill. I have been told 
of the possibility that none of the recommendations for amendments proposed by the 
Panamanian representatives on the Panama Canal Commission Board of Directors are 
included, recommendations that Gianelli promised he would submit. 


A foreign ministry that is really concerned about this vital issue for Panama and 
its people would not have allowed so much time to go by without demanding an 
explanation, without taking action to lodge a Panamanian protest with the House of 
Representatives Merchant Marine and Fisheries Committee, in view of the violation 
of the Panama Canal Treaty that results directly from the nefarious Law 96-70... 


The Panamanian Foreign Ministry cannot argue "that it knows nothing about the 
subject," because Panamanian citizens have publicly informed the foreign ministry 
about the bill on amendments and additions to Law 96-70. So now, we are going to 
go and celebrate the carnival and afterward we will have to console ourselves with 
the saying that it is no use crying over spilt milk. 


CSO: 3010/963 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


COMMENTARY ON REVERTED PROPERTY'S SOCIAL FUNCTION 
PA121530 Panama City MATUTINO in Spanish 12 Feb 82 p 4-A 
[Editorial: "Social Function of Reverted Property" ] 


[Text] Compliance with the Torrijos-Carter treaties is gradually but firmly and 
irreversibly being effected. One of its clauses becomes effective in the immediate 
future when the Mindi and Coco Solo areas, including the houses and some installa- 
tions such as schools, shops and playgrounds, revert to the absolute possession of 
the Panamanian nation. 


It is easy to predict the positive impact this action will have on Colon circles, 
where the housing problem has reached dramatic proportions. One of the partial 
solutions of that problem will be relocating families from that Atlantic city in 
the houses which now come under Panamanian control. 


Besides, the buildings to be used for primary and secondary schools will further 
alleviate the present congestion in the area's schools. 


It is also important to note the recovery of the playgrounds by Panama, because 
Colon has always been the birthplace of outstanding athletes who have brought glory 
tc our country locally and abroad. 


Colon youths have brought national and international prestige to the countrv in 
sports such as baseball, basketball and boxing. 


Naturally, we feel that because of such valuable contributions by the local 
athletes to the good name of Panama, it would be suitable that these areas, as 
others coming into Panamanian jurisdiction, are provided with adequate permanent 
installations where our youths, from Colon and the rest of the country, may par- 
ticipate under proper conditions in all sports, under the careful supervision of 
duly trained instructors. 


Because there is sufficient space for the installation of such sports facilities 
on the Pacific side, it would be worthwhile to use some of the reverted lands for 


such purposes. 


Those new installations on the Atlantic and the Pacific sides, sould be permanent, 
comfortable and functional in order to justify the investment--which will involve 
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large sums of capital--that the social services will make. The installations will 


not only alleviate the housing problem, but will increase sports activity, which 
continues to be one of the best means to employ the physical energy of our youths 
and keep them away from the seducing effects of idleness and vice. 


This is truly a noble social function for properties that revert to Panama. 


CSO: 3010/964 
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COUNTRY £eCTION PANAMA 


COLUMN FAVORS NEUTRALITY, RELATIONS WITH ALL 
PA180128 Panama City MATUTINO in Spanish 17 Feb 82 p 6A 
[Ricardo Lince Column "Let the People Judge": "Dollar Diplomacy" ] 


[Text] The country's fanatically conservative circles have reacted strongly to 
Foreign Minister Jorge Illueca's statement on the advisability of having Panama 
establish diplomatic relations with Russia and the PRC. This reaction is 
appropriate only from the standpoint that the subject is being democratically 
debated in order to air other ideologies so that the Panamanian view, whatever it 
is, can prevail in the end. 

The country must begin forging its future now and some people must stop sticking 
their heads in a hole like ostriches. They must confront the realities of our 
national destiny in the light of the many prisms that reflect upon the international 
mission of our interoceanic canal. 


The canal's mission, which necessitates favorable international conditions, imposes 
on us a neutral conduct favoring /peace/ [slantlines denote uppercase as published]. 
In other words, we should not tip the balance in favor of any conflicting force. 

Our international relations are tied to the canal's mission because a violation of 
that neutrality is equivalent to ignoring traffic rights, thus disrupting the 
balance and placing us in the eye of the hurricane. 


To defend that neutrality, which is our guideline, Panama must place at its service 
the dynamics of its international policy directed by its diplomatic corps, so that 
all nations can respect the rules of peaceful coexistence (read neutrality). Thus, 
the defense of that very neutrality is leading us to the establishment of relations 
with all countries. It is like a shop keeper, who sets up a roadside shop and 
announces that his business is open to all passers by. However, when he sees two 
customers coming, he brings out to the porch a fierce dog that never thinks the 
customer is right. This would be the case of Panama, its canal and its dollar 
diplomacy. 


In fact, it is one thing to have diplomatic relations with the communist countries 
and another to let those relations serve as beachheads for the introduction of 
communism into Panama. U.S. policy has traditionally opposed the establishment of 
diplomatic relations between Latin American and communist countries by means of the 
subtle and convincing dialectic of their dollars, alleging that these are peoples 
without an economy of their own and have big social problems, and that since their 
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since their national characters are not well formed, they are incapable of 
resisting the Red doctrine. Americans, however, trade with the Russians; they have 
breakfast, lunch and dinner with the Russians; they have diplomatic understandings 
in Washington with the Russians; and their women marry Russians. 


The existence of an international financial center similar to that in Switzerland 
here, of a free zone of world dimension and prestige, the quality of the Panamanian 
merchant fleet, the canal, and our status as a country which specializes in inter- 
national services, all behoove us to maintain diplomatic relations with all coun- 
tries and users. The fever is not in the bedsheet, but in the skin of the patient, 
and it is clezar that the question of diplomatic relations with the communist coun- 
tries is making us look as if we had the mentality of isolated villagers because 
the underlying motivations which obsequiously satisfy dollar diplomacy are being 
manipulated for this purpose. This mentality contradicts our canal'’s world mission 
as well as our democratic and Christian traditions. Moreover, we are defended by a 
vital force: /we love freedom/. [Slantlines denote uppercase as published] 


CSO: 3010/964 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


DISSIDENT PRD MEMBERS FORM NEW GROUP 
PA172118 Panama City YA in Spanish 13 Feb 82 p 5 


[Text] A group of Democratic Revolutionary Party (PRD) members who are displeased 
with the current PRD leadership is working within ministries and government insti- 
tutions to form rank-and-file committees that will work to strengthen revolutionary 
principles. 


The Torrijist People's Union [Union Popular Torrijista--UPT] is supported by Dr 
Luis de Leon Arias, National Legislation Commission chairman; Berta Torrijos de 
Arosemena, Human Resources Education and Training Institute director, and by dis- 
contented PRD groups. 


The movement seeks to guarantee the stability of institutions under the people's 
power by giving more power to local and community boards. It also seeks to turn 
Municipal Councils, Provincial Coordination Councils and the National Assembly of 
Corregimiento representatives into organizations with popular participation, in 
which the grass roots are consulted. 


A group of assembly representatives suppc~ts the UPT because they believe that the 
structures of the revolutionary process are not being defended. 


Their doctrine advocates respect for the constitution and for laws approved since 
1972. 


UPT leaders want a more active PRD, a party that can participate in national 
affairs with a critical sense of reality. 


CSO: 3010/964 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OPPOSES RELATIONS WITH USSR 
PA171630 Panama City LA PRENSA in Spanish 16 Feb 82 p 9-C€ 


[Text] The Panamanian Chamber of Commerce, Industries and Agriculture said in a 
note to Foreign Minister Jorge Illueca that any attempt to establish relations 
between our country and the Soviet Union is “contrary to the law," "unproductive" 
and "antinational." 


The note, signed by Chamber of Commerce Chairman Jose Dominador Bazan, indicates 
that as long as there is no obvious and imperative need for these diplomatic 
relations; as long as it has not been demonstrated that they will bring positive 
results to Panama; and as long as there is no national concensus on the issue, 
such relations are held to be in contradiction with the law. 


Bazan told Illueca that there is a long list of countries in which Soviet diplomats 
were considered "personae non grata" and expelled. This sequence has practically 


become a pattern, reflecting the inflexible intention of these diplomatic represen- 
tatives to interfere in the domestic affairs of their host countries. 


CSO: 3010/964 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


BRIEFS 
INFLATION RATE--Panama had the lowest inflation rate last year, 5.6 percent, 
according to a report from the Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLA). The 


Dominican Republic was next with 6.6 percent. [Text] [PA041746 Panama City 
STAR AND HERALD in English 3 Feb 82 p 1 PA] 


CSO: 3010/964 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST LUCIA 


SLP LEADER ON ARMS SMUGGLING 
FL261945 Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 20 Feb 82 p 3 


[Excerpt] Castries, St Lucia, Friday (CANA)--St Lucia Labour Party leader Peter 
Josie, has said that senior members of the police force here are aware of the 
illegal importation of arms into the country. 


Josie said he knew “at least one politician," here who had been instrumental in 
getting arms into St Lucia. 


Josie, minister of trade and foreign affairs in an SLP government which was 
forced out of office last month, reiterated at a press conference that he had 
enough evidence to believe that the "passports scandal" was connected with an 
illegal arms deal between "persons in St Lucia and overseas dealers." 


Josie declared: "I have sufficient details. I believe the police have some of 
that information. I don’t know why they have not acted. I do not want to call 
names yet because it is still early and I do not want to prejudice any investiga- 
tions which are being carried out now." 


The passports racket has been rocking St Lucia during the past two weeks. 


CSO: 3025/1042 
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COUNTRY SECTION SURINAME 


BRIEFS 


CURFEW LIFTED--Paramaribo, Suriname, 26 Feb (CANA)--A curfew imposed here early in 
1980 following the coup that ousted the Henck Arron government has been lifted, 
head of the army, Lieutenant Colonel Daysi Bouterse, said last night. The army 
chief gave no reasons in a televised speech marking the second anniversary of the 
coup. [Text] [FL261548 Bridgetown CANA in English 1505 GMT 26 Feb 82 FL] 


CSO: 3025/1042 END 
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